CALLAN UNION WORKHOUSE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 March 1853 



COPIES "of the Report of the Master of the Workhouse of the Union of Callan, 
in the County of Kilkenny, relating to the Death of Patrick Kelly, who Died on 
the 19th day of August 1852, in the said Workhouse ; of the Resolutions of the 
Board of Guardians on the Subject; of the Evidence taken by the District Poor-law 
Inspector on the Inquiry held by him into the circumstances attending the Death 
of Patrick Kelly, of the Report and Observations addressed to the Poor-law 
Commissioners on the subject of the said Inquiry, and of their Minutes and Letters 
thereon : ” 

" And, of all Correspondence between the Poor-law Commissioners and the Reverend 
John Walton, Roman-catholic Chaplain of the said Workhouse, commencing in 
September 1852, and ending in February 1853 ; of the Sealed Order of the 
Commissioners for the Dismissal of the said Chaplain ; of the Chaplain’s Reply 
thereto ; of the Resolutions of the Board of Guardians relating to the Dismissal ot 
the Chaplain ; of all Communications addressed by ex-officio and elected Guardians 
to the Poor-law Commissioners on the Subject; of all Letters addressed by the 
Poor-law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, to the Chaplain, and to other 
Parties, on the same Subject; of the Reports and Observations of the District 
Inspector, and his Explanation to the Commissioners of his having omitted from his 
Report certain Evidence given by the Master of the said Workhouse on the Inquiry 
relating to the Death of Patrick Kelly ; of all Minutes of the Poor-law Commis- 
sionerson that Subject; of the Names of the Guardians who Voted for the Dismissal 
•of the Chaplain on the 9th day of February 1853; and of the Entries of the 
Attendance of each of them at the Meetings of the Board of Guardians during 
Six Months preceding that Date. 



Poor-law Commission Office,! W. SI AN LEY, 

Dublin, 31 March 1853. J Secretary. 



(Mr. Serjeant Skee.) 



Ordered, l>y The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

13 April 1853. 
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No. 54,596/52. 



2 PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEATH OF PATRICK KELLY, 



COPY of the Report of the Master of the Workhouse of the Union of Callan 
in the County of Kilkenny, relating to the Death of Patrick Kelly , who Died 
on the 19th day of August 1852, in the said Workhouse ; and Minutes and 
Correspondence, &c., relating thereto. 



No. 1 . — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 August 1852 . 

The Master reports that a dumb man, named Kelly, was admitted into the 
workhouse on this day, labouring under some affections of the throat ; about 
half past eight o’clock on the same night dangerous symptoms set in, when the 
Roman-catholic chaplain and doctor were sent for ; they not havino- arrived at 
the workhouse up to 1 1 o’clock, and a report having been received from the 
infirmary that the patient was better, the officers of the house retired to bed • 
Kelly died shortly after. 

Ordered — That the Commissioners be requested to send Mr. Burke to inves- 
tigate this report. 



No. 2 .— Minute of the Commissioners thereon, 31 August 1852 . 
Inquire whether there was an inquest on the body of the deceased. 



No. 3.— The Commissioners to the Guardians, dated 31 August 1852. 

The Commissioners for Administering- the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them the report of the master of the workhouse 
contained in minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Callan Union 
on the 23d instant, in which it is stated that a dumb man, named Kelly who 
was admitted to the workhouse on the 19th instant, died suddenly on the same 
night ; and in reference thereto I am directed to inquire whether there was an 
inquest held on the body of the deceased, and if so, with what result. 



No. 4. Constabulary Report referred to the Commissioners from the 
Chief Secretary’s Office. 

Sudden Death. 



County of Kilkenny, Barony of Callan, Parish of Callan, Townland of Callan. 



Copy of Verdict. 

• xf* ■ the deceased, Thomas Kelly, aged 44 years (a labourer), died 

m the Callan Union Workhouse, in the county of Kilkenny, on the night of 
lhursday the 19th, or morning of Friday the 20th of August instant, from the 
effects of the rapture internally of a tumour on his neck, which caused 
suffocation, by the infusion of matter into his chest and lungs. We require the 
coroner to communicate our wish, that they shall impress on Dr. Keating the 
ecessi y o a more prompt attendance when noticed that his services are 
required on such cases of urgency as appeared when he had been sent for ; and 

Shilftl°nT Sh h f m t0 , C f, Ut T the P. orter . to take upon himself the respon- 
a .1 ^ leportmg to the doctor his opinion on the state of any patient without 

°j as P ossibl Y this man’s life might have been 

pieserved had he admitted the doctor when he called ” 



Callan, 
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Callan, 30 August 1852. 

I have to report that an inquest, as above, was holden on the body of a 
pauper who died in the Callan workhouse on the 19th instant, and who was 
interred on the following day, but it having been brought under the notice of 
the guardians that he had not received medical treatment, they required an 
inquest. Copy of verdict as above. 

Thomas P. Carr, S. I. 

Inspector-General. 

Note . — A copy of the foregoing verdict appeared also on the Guardians’ 
minutes of the 1 st September 1852. 



No. 5— The Commissioners to Mr. J. Burke, Poor-law Inspector, dated 
4 September 1852. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief No. 54,5 96/52- 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward to you the accompanying copy of a consta- 
bulary report, which the Commissioners have received from the Chief Secretary s 

Office, respecting the death, 011 the night of 19th ultimo, of a pauper inmate of 
the workhouse of Callan Union, named Thomas Kelly ; and I am to request that 
you will be so good as to make inquiry, and report to the Commissioners on 
the subject ; also that you will obtain, and forward to the Commissioners a copy 
of the evidence taken by the coroner on the inquest held on the body of the 
deceased. 



No. 6. Mr. /. Burke, Poor-Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, dated 

10 September 1852. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant. No. 
54,596/52, forwarding copy of a constabulary report which you have received 
from the Chief Secretary's Office, respecting the death, on the night of the 1 9tli 
ultimo, of a pauper inmate of the workhouse of Callan Union, named Thomas 
Kellie and requesting me to make inquiry, and report on the subject, and to 
obtain and forward to you a copy of the evidence taken by the coroner on tne 
inquest held on the body of the deceased. 

In reply, I have to inform you that I held the inquiry on luesday last, the 
7th instant, the minutes of which, comprising 35 pages, as also a copy ot the 
evidence taken by the coroner, 1 forward herewith. ... 

It appeared that the deceased, Thomas Kelly, was admitted to the workhouse 
on the 19th ultimo ; that soon after his admission he became so ill that it was 
deemed necessary to send the porter for one of the medical officers, and the 
Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse ; Dr. Keating, the medical officer 
first sent to, considering, in consequence of an arrangement suggested, as he 
states by Dr. Phelan, when at one time inspecting the Callan workhouse ( see 
page 7), that it was not his turn to attend at the workhouse, directed the 
porter to go to Dr. Cronyn, the other medical officer, whose turn it was to 
attend. The porter having gone to Dr. Cronyn, the latter being unwell, Mr. 
Sommerville, an apprentice to Dr. Cronyu’s father, came back with the porter 
to Dr. Keating, who said that he would be up at the workhouse after them. 
Mr. Sommerville, having seen Kelly, pronounced him to be better, and the 
infirmary nursetender, and the schoolmaster, who had been with Kelly, were also 
impressed with this opinion; and the schoolmaster lmvmg stated so, m the 
presence of the master of the workhouse and the porter, the latter locked the 
door of the workhouse, and both he and the master retired for the night, it 
being then stated by the master and the porter to be past 10 o clock, say half- 
past 10; shortly after which hour Dr. Keating arrived at the gate of the 
workhouse, and after having repeatedly knocked at the gate, was informed by 
the porter, who opened the workhouse door by removing the lower bolt, that 
Kelly was better, and that there was no occasion for his, the doctor, or the 
priest’s services. Within little more than an hour after this, the men sleeping 
in the ward with Kelly, being alarmed by his making a noise, called the nurse 

330- A 2 6 “ Sr ’ 
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tender, when it was found that Kelly was dying, and lie expired in a few 
nnnutes. There was discrepancy in the evidence as to the hour stated but Dr 
Keating, in his evidence, admitted that about three-quarters of an hour elapsed 
between the time he was first sent for and the time he arrived at the workhouse 
gate. 

I think Dr. Keating is to blame in not having promptly attended, on his being 
first sent for ; and it appeared by evidence of the master and infirmary nurse 
that the medical officer and chaplain are not sent for except in urgent cases’ 
being those considered by the infirmary nurse in which there is danger of the 
death of the party. It is right to state that this is the first tim? that Dr 
Keating, who lias been medical officer of tile workhouse since its opening has 
been charged with any want of attention to his duties; and the witnesses 
examined, as well as the guardians present at the inquiry, bore testimony to the 
attention at all times bestowed by Dr. Keating in the performance of his duties. 
1 think a caution to Dr. Keating, to be more particular in future, in attending 
at once to calls of an urgent nature which maybe made to him, will be suf- 
ficient in this case ; and that he and the other medical officer should be 
informed that the arrangement made by them with regard to the performance 
oi their duties should not, as it did in the present case, interfere with their 
promptly answering calls made on them in urgent cases, and in which then- 
instant attendance may be of vital importance. 

The Roman-catholic chaplain should also be cautioned that he is bound to 
be promptly in attendance when shell calls are made on him, and not delay 
Ins attendance for some time, as it appears lie did in the present case 1 

I think the master and other officers of the workhouse in no way to blame 
for any neglect in the matter; the porter, to whom blame might attach for 
lntorming Dr. Keating that the man was better, very naturally thought so 
from having heard it from Mr. Summerville, Mr. Cronyn’s apprentice, as well 
as from the schoolmaster. 

You will find on reference to page G of the evidence given by the master, 
that he states his having been insulted and threatened by a person for 
having specially reported in his journal the death of Kelly ; and that the 
Rev. Mr. Walton, the Roman-catholic chaplain, although taking no part in 
such conduct was with the person guilty of it. I think the Rev. Mr. Walton 
should be called on to explain under what circumstances he accompanied the 
person to the workhouse, who acted so towards the master. 



No. 5G, 404/52. 



No. 7 . — Enclosure to foregoing Report. 



Examination of 
Thomas Ryan. 



Minutes of an Inquiry held at the Board-room of the Workhouse, on Toes, lav the 7th 
JiSSStfSe' Inspe0t0r ' ,espcc!i,, s 0“ Death of 

JoselrBmkt^ N °' 

Commenced at Twelve o’clock. 

Ism 1 UI N’T 1 : r 4 °u IY alter Butler, James S. Lane, Esq, John Waring, Thomas. 
Jzod, Lorenzo N. Izod, William Howard, George H. Lowe, Richard S- Ryan. 

The Examination of Thomas Ryan, Relieving -officer, who, being duly sworn, saith : 

deMMML’rdSn %N eaf , and . lluu ' b , ma "> 1,araed TI,oraas having applied to 

rhursd ”y th f lml > Aargnst; deponent gave the man \ provisional! 

a in Su nS, ' 1,0 ”T 1, ," vin ® n,ade si S” s *0 of there being 

S',,"” neck, deponent brought him up to Dr. Rearing. Dr. Renting having 

nSTundt ™e d Xh Wkh °'“ i — d L ““ 

Sworn before me this 7lh September 1852, 'nomas Ryan. 

Joseph Burke, 

Poor-law Inspector. 
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The Examination of Richard Ryan, Porter of the Workhouse, who, being duly sworn, 
saith : 

That he recollects a man named Thomas Kelly being admitted to the workhouse on the 
19th August ; saw the man in the probationary ward at about six o’clock; .the man was 
deaf and dumb, and made signs as if wishing to go to bed ; deponent told boys that were in 
the lodge to take Kelly to the probationary dormitory and to put him to bed ; the boys, who 
also slept in the dormitory, in some time after came and said the man was dying ; deponent 
went up to where the man was, and told the boys to raise the man up ; deponent at once went 
and told the master, and Mrs. Harvy, the infirmary nurse, both of whom came up at once to 
the man; deponent asked Mrs. Harvy and the master if the priest and doctor were wanting, 
and they both said that they were, ana the master directed deponent to go for the priest and 
doctor; deponent went at once to Dr. Keating’s house. Dr. Keating was not at home, and 
deponent was told that Dr. Keating was dining with Rev. Mr. Walton, the Roman-catholic 
chaplain, who lived next door; deponent accordingly went next door, and saw Dr. Keating 
there; this was about half-past eight o’clock ; deponent told Dr. Keating that there was a 
man who was admitted, and who took suddenly ill, and who was a dummy. Dr. Keating 
said that he had seen the man either on that clay, or in the evening, about the streets ; 
Dr. Keating then told deponent to go to Dr. Cronyn’s, and if he, deponent, did not see Dr. 
Cronyn, to tell Mrs. Harvy, the infirmary nurse, to blister the man’s throat, and to give the 
man two pills; deponent cannot swear whether Dr. Keating said calomel or camomile pills; 
deponent went to Dr. Cronyn’s; met Mr. Sommerville, his apprentice, and told him that he, 
deponent, wanted Dr. Cronyn ; Mr. Sommerville said that he was after coming out from 
tea, and did not see Dr. Cronyn, and said he would go in to see if he could find him ; Mr, 
Sommerville came out in a few minutes and asked where Dr. Keating was, and said that 
he would request of Dr. Keating to go see the man ; deponent and Mr. Sommerville then 
went to Mrs. Keating’s, where Dr. Keating was ; deponent saw Dr. Keating aud Father 
Walton; there was tome conversation between Dr. Keating and Mr. Sommerville, and Dr. 
Keating said that he would come down; Father Walton asked deponent if he was wanted, 
and deponent said that he was; Dr. Keating and Father Walton said that they either 
would be up, or go up after deponent. Mr. Sommerville and deponent then came to the 
workhouse, and both went over to the infirmary where Kelly hod been removed to; depo- 
nent told Mrs. Huivy what the doctor said, and she said that the man had already been 
blistered, and that she bathed his fc-et, and said that the man was better; the man appeared 
to deponent to be a good deal better; deponent told the master that the priest and doctor 
would be up after deponent ; about an hour and a half afterwards deponent was passing 
by the master’s room, "and deponent asked the master if he might lock up the house ; the 
master said that as they did not come, meaning the priest and doctor, when the-re was a 
real necessity, that it was not likely they would come ; Mr. JVlullaly, the schoolmaster, was 
in the master’s room the same time, and said that he had seen the man, and that he was 
much better ; deponent then locked the door and left the key with the master; it was then 
about half-past 10 o’clock ; in a little time afterwards went to bed ; some time after going 
to bed, deponent heard a rapping at front door, or gate; deponent did not answer at first, 
but having heard the rapping repeated went out, having raised the bolt which goes down 
into the threshold and in this way opened the door, and went down near the gate and 
found from his voice that it was Dr. Keating was there, and deponent cried out that the 
man was better; Dr. Keating then asked if Father Walton was wanted, and deponent said 
that he believed not. 

Cross-Examined by Dr. Keating. 

Cannot say that Dr. Keating told him that if Dr. Cronyn was not at home to come 
back to him Dr. Keating; was not delayed many minutes, seven or eight, the first time at 
Mr. Keating's, and about^lO minutes the second lime. 

° Richard Ryan. 

Sworn before me this 7th September 1852, 

Joseph Burke, ” 

Poor-law Inspector. 



The Examination of Robert Toomey, Master of the Workhouse, who, being duly 
sworn, saith : 

That he recollects admitting a deaf and dumb man named Thomas Kelly, about four 
o’clock on the 19th August ; in or about half-past eight o’clock, the porter came to deponent 
and said that be, the porter, feared that the man at the lodge, meaning Kelly, was dying. 
Deponent told the porter to make haste and go for Mrs. Harvy, the infirmary nurse. De- 
ponent took a candle and waited at his own door until the porter and Mrs. Harvy came up 
from the infirmary, and deponent accompanied them up to the probationary to where the 
man Kelly was, and deponent went outside the main door lor the purpose of calling the 
watchman to help to bring Kelly to the infirmary. Deponent then returned to the proba- 
tionary where Kelly was, and Mrs. Harvy said that it would be necessary to have the 
priest and doctor, and deponent told the porter to go at once for the priest and doctor; the 
qo 0 . A. 3 porter 



Examination of 
Richard Ryan. 



Examination of 
Robert Toomey. 
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porter went accordingly. Kelly was then assisted and brought to the infirmary, denonent 
having accompanied him and seen him placed in a ward. Deponent then returned to the 
on ter gate to tva.it the arrival of the doctor and priest; thinks it was about half-past eight 
o clock when the porter went for the doctor and priest; about nine o’clock tile porter 
returned, accompanied by M r. Cr„„y„ senior’s a|> prentice, a young man named Sommervil e 
whom serving Ins tune as an apothecary to Mr. Cronyn, senior. After they passed in 
deponent st.ll renamed at the gate, expecting the doctor and priest ; in about liaif a„ hour’ 
the voung man Srttnnienrille was passing oat, and he reporletl to deponent that Kelly „L 

?o oviook rt S r y afte ' " a : ds . d TT nt retired to his own apart, nent; some time afM 
10 o dock the porter came an, asked deponent if the place might be locked up ■ deponent 
.old him to co so. Mr. Mullaly, the schoolmaster, was in deponent’s apartment at the 
Mr e Mnn»,° 0mlng ' flY> r ‘j* aild he reported the man to be apparently better • 

Mi. Mullaly remained in deponent s apartment until half-past 10 o’clock; it was 11 o’clock 
before deponent went to bed; he is the last in bed in the house every nigh, Deponent 

hem an KdF j 6 ™ lter ” nlil *1 “reming following, when deponent heaS tha 

t it man Kelly was dead; it was the porter told deponent; and that Dr. Keatinw hail called 
the night before after he, the porter, went to bed, and that lie, the porter, went out and told 
him that the man was better, and [hat he, the doctor, was not wanted. It is only in extreme 
re trt doctor and the priest are sent for; that is in cases where the infirmary nurse 
thinks that there is danger of death. Deponent reported the death of Kelly oil the next 
Bo.ud day ( see Paper (A.). Deponent does not in general report deaths except in some 
extreme cases On the morning of the Board day deponent as\ed the two Seal m " if 
they intended to bring the death of Kelly before The ‘Board of Guardians, and they said 
not, except "if ,e ordinary way. Deponent then begged that they would make a special 
report, and that if they did not he would do ii himself. Heard no knocking at the out 
‘i ga , te on the n, « it th ? 1 Keil y died ; is not aware of the doctor and priest beinw sent for 
when there was no occasion. 1 a 0 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lowe. 

Will not swear that he bad very correct means of ascertaining the hour: there mio-ht be 
knocking at the gate without deponent’s hearing it. 

By Mr. Zone.—- Believes that the porter said" to deponent that it might be as well if 
deponent had not reported this matter to the guardians ; no oilier officer made any remark 
o deponent, there were threats used to deponent by a person not an officer of the house 
wllto P T?re °re " ? ffl0er ' , D . e P"" e “ t fyt a little insulted ; it was in presence of Father 
Shad no off Wem le ‘ 0111 to deponent; the threats were of such a nature that 

t.ity had no effect on deponent; one was, that he, deponent, should be out of the house 
very quick; thinks the word said was that it would he before three months; tile threats 
were in consequence of deponent having reported the matter m the guardians ; and deponent 

sion'tTi’i i ed | ■" S '° W t,e per j°" "f° made llien, s that h c, deponent, did not use an expres- 
mn which this person seemed to be under the notion that he did; deponent was afterwards 
told by the person using the threats, that tleponent, in making the report tlitrthe droment 
was influenced by the motive of raising himself in the estimation of the ex -officio guardians 
p”. 0 ”’ Deponent was called “ scoundrel,” and •* rascal,’’ but these e/pressfons were 
not us. d by a person who was an officer of the union ; the Rev. Mr. Walton was with the 
vhn ft Wh re ma » e J f theSS th , reatS ’ b “ tlhe Rer - Mr. Walton took no part; the person 
J hol e' “ s , thraate " ed de P° n <re l >>“ sometimes officiated in the ubsence P of the IlLm- 
chaplain. Deponent cannot find language to speak too hiwhlyofDr Keatinw’s 
attention to the duties of his office since his appointment to this house J “ 



Sworn before me this 7th September 1852, 

Joseph Burke , Poor-law Inspector. 



Robert Toomey. 



Examination of 
EUen Harw. 



The Examination of Ellen Harxy, Nurse of the Infirmary, who, being duly sworn, saitll: 

doctor' should*^ Jtentlbr ; caTnot’recffilMt lf e she a iso r thrMted n the p'li^^^e'^mit fore the 
man was removed to the infirmary. Deponent had the man’s legs bathed with warm water 

, e Sn ;me„Z e ‘!ffn’, a r “S pf,e<l to * »™P be had & his ^ 

uie au dppi entice of D i. Cionyn, senior, came to see the m m in the course of an hour or 

better* 6 *Mr* Smmnervinp^h| t fl lea * bett f, r ; h ,? r " covered his breathing and looked unite 
S mZwiKe w wi h Dr k! r"''! 1 Pi'k Cl ' ,, "5 r " ct>l ' ld "« alt “ d . a " d ‘hat he, ‘Mr. 
Mr «nie th nl» Keatl “S’ , wl ;° »re.l.l be up immediately. Deponent remarked to 

“ No ,r t ter the ' c ° 1 fP.P“« d . to '* no fear of the man. Mr. Emmery, He replied, 

npiieared to be Z , L re b , e ,!I P T'>» onto drank some warm milk and 

deSent considered it 1 'i mS said that “« <l°otor should be sen, for; 

lE K di case which require, I immediate attention. Is not in the habit of 
of deatV Deoonere w Purest except m extreme oases; those in which there is danger 
death. Deponent was expecting the doctor, but he did not come ; the man fell asleep.. 

Deponent 
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Deponent stayed up ; at about 12 o’clock deponent was alarmed; and on °-oin°- into the ward 
where Kelly was, found him partly out of the bed, one of Ins legs being out, and after 
breathing twice he died. Mr. Power, a patient in the ward, said he saw Kelly get out of 
bed and walk about and throw himself into the bed again. Did not report the matter until 
next morning, as she is notin the habit of reporting deaths which occur at night until the 
following morning. 

During the four years that deponent has been infirmary nurse, Dr. Keating has been 
most prompt when sent for on occasions like the present. Mr. Sommerville said that Dr. 
Cronyn could not attend, as he was not well. 

Ellen Harvu. 

Sworn before me this 7th September 1852. 

Josejrfi Burke, Poor-law Inspector. 



The Examination of Patrick Keating, one of the Medical Officers of the Workhouse, 
who, being duly sworn, saith : 

That on the evening of the 19th August deponent was dining out, and at about half-past 
9 o’clock ihe porter of the workhouse called on deponent at Mrs. Keating’s house, when 
deponent w'as dining with the Rev. Mr. Walton ; the porter informed deponent ’that a 
man was ill of sore throat, but said nothing of his being in danger of death, or of urgency ; 
deponent directed the porter to call on Dr. Cronyn, as lie was in more special charge of tne 
infirmary for the month, and to return to deponent in case he did not find Dr. Cronyn at 
home. The porter did return, accompanied by Mr. Sommerville, when deponent told the 
latter that he, deponent, would go up, as Mr. Sommerville said that Dr. Cronyn was not 
at home ; deponent retired to Mr. Walter’s room, got his hat, and otherwise prepared him- 
self to come up to the workhouse. After an interval from 10 to 15 minutes deponent 
did come, and on arriving at the gate, somewhere at about a quarter-past 10 , was surprised 
to find the gate locked ; deponent having rapped for 10 or 12 minutes, and finding 
no answer, proceeded into the road and picked up a large stone, with which deponent 
rapped at the door very violently ; after 12 or 15 minutes from deponent’s first arrival 
at the gate, deponent heard a voice, and a door opened ; the watchman saw who depo- 
nent was, the porter came out, and said that the man, meaning Kelly, was better, and 
that he, deponent, was not wanted ; deponent asked if the priest was required, and the 
porter said not; deponent then went home, and on his way met the Rev. Mr. Walton, as 
deponent supposes, coining to the workhouse; thinks it could not be more than three- 
quarters of an hour from the time the porter first called on deponent until lie arrived at the 
workhouse gate; they are not always extreme cases when deponent is sent for; very 
frequently false alarms are given. 

Deponent was under the impression that the man Kelly had been brought to the infirm- 
ary, and either expressed an opinion or told the porter that Mrs. Harvy ought to blister 
the man and give him some calomel. The reason deponent did not attend at once to the 
case was this : some two or three years ago Dr. Phelan, a medical inspector, who was on a 
tour of inspection, advised that deponent and Dr. Cronyn, the other medical officer of the 
workhouse, should divide the labour of the workhouse and fever hospital between them, 
to alternate weekly or monthly ; after some time they did so, and the practice now is lor 
one of the medical officers to take the infirmary, and the other the fever hospital, and on 
the night the call was made it was Dr. Cronyn’s month for attendance on the infirmary ; 
in the absence of one, the other medical man attends. Mr. Sommerville did not return to 
deponent to report on the state of the patient Kelly ; was not present at the post-mortem 
examination ; saw the body on a bench near the dead-house, the body was very putrid. 
Deponent on meeting the Rev. Mr. Walton told him that he was not wanted. 

Patrick Keating, m . d. 



The Examination of Lorenzo Green, who, being d uly sworn, saith : 

That on the 19th August deponent was spending the evening with the Rev. Mr. Walton ; 
about nine o’clock that evening a call came from the workhouse for Dr. Keating ; he, 
Dr. Keating, said that he told them to go for Dr. Cronyn, it being his turn at the infirmary. 
A second call came to say that Dr. Cronyn was not at home; this was about three-quarters 
of an hour after the first call ; Dr. Keating then said that he should go ; he remained some 
minutes, about 10 minutes, and then went. Deponent remained for about half an hour, 
and on going home deponent met Dr. Keating, who said that he was rapping some time 
before he was answered, and that the porter told him he was not wanted, as the man was 
belter; it was 11 o’clock when deponent returned to bis lodging; it might be half-past 10 
o’clock when he met Dr. Keating going home. 

Lorenzo Green. 

Sworn before me this 7th September 1852, 

Joseph Burke, Poor-law Inspector. 



330 . 



A 4 



The 



Examination of 
Ellen Harvey. 



Examination of 
Patrick Keating. 



Examination of 
Lorenzo Green. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8 PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEATH OF PATRICK KELLY, 



Examination of 
George Cronyn. 



Examination of 
James Mulally. 



The Examination of George Cronyn, one of the Medical Officers of the Workhouse, 
who, being duly sworn, saith : 

That on the evening of the 19th August, shortly after dinner, deponent took ill with an 
inward pain and went to bed; was in bed and asleep when a knock came to his bed-room 
door, when on calling for the person to come in, Mr. Sotnmerville, an apprentice of his 
lather’s, came in, and said that there was a messenger from the poor-house to say that there 
was a man very bad with a sore throat; deponent sent Mr. Sommerville to Dr. Keatino- lo 
beg that the latter would see the man; deponent heard no more of the matter until the 
following Wednesday morning, when Dr. Keating and deponent on that morning were 
writing a report about the ophthalmic patients ; Mr. Toomey asked them if they meant to 
make any special report about the death of Thomas Kelly ; deponeut saiil that he knew 
nothing about the matter, and that he would report it in the usual way ; Mr. Tomney said if 
the medical officers did not do so he would consider it his duty to do so ; deponent said 
Very well; deponent never sent Mr. Sommerville to the workhouse to do any duty for 
deponent; deponent attended the post-mortem examination ; it was made at the dead-house 
door, on a table; there was no danger of infection ; Dr. Keating’s attendance is very strict 
and punctual. 

Georye Cronyn, m. d. 

Sworn before rae this 7th September 1852, 

Joseph Burhe, 

Poor-law Inspector. 



. The Examination of James Mullahj, Schoolmaster of the Workhouse, who, being duly 
sworn, saith : 

That be recollects the night of the 19th August seeing a light in the sentry ; he asked 
Mrs. Harvy why there was a light in it; she said that she expected the priest and doctor ; 
that there was a dumb man admitted that day who was very ill ; deponeut went to see 
him ; the man sat up and lay down again ; deponent did not delay about three minutes in 
the infirmary ; Mrs. Harvy said that the man was better; deponent then went to the mas- 
ter’s parlour ; deponent thinks that he, deponent, said that the man was better; believes 
Ryan, the porter, was present wlieu this was said ; it was about half-past 10 when deponent 
left the master’s parlour; thinks he heard the master say, that there was no necessity for 
the priest and doctor when the man was better. 



Sworn before me this 7th September 1852, 

Joseph Burke, 

Poor-law Inspector. 



James Mullaly. 



(A.) 



Master’s Report. 

Callan Union Workhouse, 19 August 1852. 

The Master reports that a dumb man named Kelly was admitted into the workhouse on 
this day, labouring under some affection in the throat ; about half-past eight o’clock on 
the same night dangerous symptoms set in, when the Roman-catholic chaplain and the 
medical officer were sent for; they not having arrived at the workhouse up to 11 o’clock, 
and a report coming from the infirmary that the patient was better, the officers of the house 
retired to bed ; Kelly died shorlly after. 



Robert Toomey. 
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No. 8. — Further Enclosure to foregoing Report. 

Evidence of Inquest taken at the Callan Union Poor-house, in the parish ofCallan, 
barony ofCallan, in the county of Kilkenny, on Thursday the 26th day of August 
1852, on view of the body of a man deaf and dumb, known to the Inquest as Thomas 
Kelly, exhumed and viewed in the churchyard of Kilbride, and subsequently removed to 
the Callan Union Dead-house, fur the purpose of medical examination, and in the said 
county, and continued by adjournment at the said Callan Union Poor-house, on Satur- 
day the 28th day of August 1852. 



Jury Sworn. 



1 . Stephen Thomas, Ardagh, Mill-street, 

Foreman. 

2. John Crooke, Upper Bridge-street. 

3. Maithew Hilton, West-street. 

4. James Hilton, West-street. 

5. Benjamin Going, West-street. 

6. John Going, West-street. 



7. Michael Reynolds, West-street. 

8. John Phelan, West-street. 

9. William Howard, West-street. 

10. Matthew Richard Weld, Mill-street. 

11 . Jeremiah Dunn, Lower Bridge-street. 

12 . Patrick Walsh, Lower Bridge-street. 

13. John Shelly, Green-street. 

(Compared) Thus. Isod, Coroner. 
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1 . — Thomas Kelly, sworn; saith — 

T live in Green-street, Callan: am a brogue-maker. The body that I have this day 
pointed out to the coroner and the jury, was that of Thomas Kelly, J 
Callan woikhoi.se, and when .lowed, ying dead exhumed m the. eh urchyari °* £’ 
in Ilie r-nnn tv of Kilkenny ; I interred the body there on Friday last, was intei red. in tne 
saml era," £ that opened to-day. When the deceased came to Callan, he usually came 
to mv S house ■ he wasa labourer, and was deaf and dumb ; the deceased made signs to me 
by cutting hi’s name on a hoard, and pointing to himself, and It war tin .this t wayl 
name to tie Thomas Kelly. I saw him point towards the county ofTipperarj, as the plan 
S was from I cohered his age to Imve been 35. I saw the deceased a live on thrs day 
week • he came to mv place as usual ; there w as a lump on his neck undei (as I think) Ms 
rip-lit ’iaw • it was large ; I made signs to him of what ailed him ; and he put his hand t 
his^neck" andVTganto cry. I saw fis about three weeks or a month before; he had no 

’“Selec'eased when he came to me on Thursday last, $ 

S' ‘ “the plrt : don’t know if he ordered anything else.. I saw money will the 

dece.srd he gate me 6 which since his death I ga.e away in chanty for I s soul , I 
have stih *5 d. of it remaining. I pointed out to him some boded sttra bout, £ 

neck, and he toughed at me, putting his finger four times to his neck - -5 si „ n5 

believe that that application had been to his neck four times before. Ho next made si ns 
pointing down the street, as if .0 the relieving officer, and next pomted to this house, as tf 

1 ,e Me^ofcer e, 'declined to give a ticket of admittance 

lived the last three years ; be got information from John Ryan,ot Higbratb, 

11 The toed showed me the ticket, and made signs that the “d the 
ticket • I did not go with him ; I knew nothing further of him till I heard lie was uean 

f tts S «deceased go. the ticket that he gavemethe . . ., 
was aware of it. The deceased appeared to me to be m much pain I 
any food; my mother brought him a bowl of lea which 

1 always considered the deceased to have been a healthy man; the lump was neaily as oi„ 
as my fist it was red. 
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The deceased counted the 6 s. to me out of a purse ; again put it into the purse, and then 
into my waistcoat pocket, putting his finger against the pocket, as directing me to keep it 
for him ; he also left with me his brogues, and went to the poor-house barefooted. " 
To a Juror. — I came to know Kelly about three years ago. 



(signed) 

(Compared.) 

Tkos. Izod, Coroner. 



Thomas Kelly. 



2. — Thomas Ryan, sworn ; saith, — 

I live in Callan, and am a relieving officer to the Callan Union Workhouse. 

Application was made to me by the deceased, on Thursday the 19th instant, for relief. 

At about four o’clock on that day, the deceased and Kelly the brogue-maker were at ray 
office ; the brogue-maker saying to me that the deceased required relief. It was through 
Kelly, the brogue-maker, that l became aware of what was the matter with him. I saw 
the lump on his jaw; frequently put his hand to his jaw. I then filled a ticket for provi- 
sional relief for him. I saw Dr. Keating standing at his door ; the deceased followed me 
there; I observed to Dr. Keating that something was the matter with his neck. The 
doctor also made signs to him, pointing bis hand lo the lump on his jaw ; the deceased 
then put up his hand several times to his jaw ; saw by him a pitiful look. The doctor did 
not touch the lump, which appeared to me to be very large. The colour was partly pale. 
The doctor ri marked that it would be well to send him to the workhouse; I gave him then 
the ticket on the spot; it was then between four and five o’clock. The deceased’s bodily 
health appeared to be good. The deceased had no shoes on him ; he walked strongly, and 
ran part of the way up to the workhouse. 

To Mr. Howard. — I made inquiry if the deceased had any means ; he drew out a little 
purse in which were two penny-pieces. I was not aware that he had 6 s. 

(signed) Thomas Ryan. 

Thomas Izod , Coroner. 



3 . — Richard Ryan, sworn, and saith, — 

I am porter to the Callan workhouse. It was not by me the deceased was taken into 
the house. I was told by the master to look after the oats, which we were then sowing. 

I first saw the deceased at about six o’clock on Thursday the 19th; be was then in the 

probationary ward ; he was put to bed on a loft over the probationary ward, at I think, 
seven. It was his wish to get to bed at that hour; was making signs us if he wished to 

sleep. Noticed a lump under his jaw. I did not notice if he was in pain ; there were boys 

also sleeping in the probationary dormitory; they bawled to me that the man was dying; 
I heard them say so from my own room. I think this was said by them at a quarter past 
eight; I was then sitting in my room, and I heard them say so, that the man was dying. 
I immediately went up to where the man was, as quickly as I could, and saw that he was 
frothing, and having a dribbling from his mouth. I got alarmed, and had the boys to raise 
him up. It was dark or dusk, and could not tlten see if bis face was flushed. On my 
way to the infirmary nurse (Mrs. Harvey), I told the master; Mrs. Harvey came with me 
to see him, as also did the master. I asked Mrs. Harvey if there was any occasion to send 
for the .priest and doctor. She and the master said there was. It was then about half- 
past eight, as I conceived. I at once went to Dr. Keating’s house, and inquired for the 
doctor ; a young woman, that I consider was his daughter, told me that he was dining with 
rather Walton. I next went t;> Mrs. Keating’s, where . Father Walton lodges; I sent a 
message by the girl, that I wanted the priest and doctor. Dr. Keating came to me in a few 
minutes afterwards, and I told him what I wanted them for; I said a man was taken bad, 
and that he was a dummy that had been admitted on that evening. The doctor remarked 
that he had seen the man that day, I mentioned that he had a lump under his jaw; this 
was at or about half-past eight o’clock ; Dr. Keating told me to go to Dr. Cronyn, and that 
if I did not find him, to go and tell Mrs. Harvey to blister the man, and to give him two 
calomel pills ; I know he said pills, at all evems. It was by word of mouth he gave the 
directions. I then went to Dr. Cronyn’s; met Mr. Sommerville, who said, “I am after 
coming out from my tea, and did not see him.” Mr. Sommerville returned into the house 
to ascertain particularly if Dr. Cronyn was there; he came out, saying as Dr. Cronyn was 
not in the way, that he would go over to Dr. Keating, and request that he would go and see 
the man. I went with Mr. Sommerville to Mrs. Keating’s, who sent to Dr. Keating, and 
on Ins coming down, told Mr. Sommerville that he would go and see the man; I think ic 
was then near to nine. On my first visit to Dr, Keating, at Father Walton’s, I said the 
doctor and priest were wanted; Father Walton also came down, when Mr. Sommerville 
was present, and asked if he was wanted. I said he was. They said, they would go up. 
t tit «j? ni Tt V1 6 ail( ^ I then went to the workhouse, and saw the deceased in hospital; 
l told Mrs. Harvey wlint the doctor ordered to be done, and she mentioned having already 
one so. 1 saw a blister, or plaster, on his jaw; the man appeared then easier; a good 

deaL 
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deal belter. When I left the deceased, he was in the probationary dormitory, and on my 
return 1 found him in bed in hospital. I told the mas'.er iny having told Dr. Keating and 
the clergyman, and that they would be up after us. As well as I can judge, Mrs. Harvey 
remarked to Mr. Sonnnerville that there was no danger. 

More than an hour elapsed, but I cannot say if it might not be an hour and a half, when 
I went to the master and asktd if I might lock up. Neither the doctor nor clergyman 
having then come, the master said to me that he believed I might lock up, as they did not 
come when there was real necessity. 

1 then locked up, and left the keys in the master’s department. I heard Mr. Mullaly say, 
in the master’s apartment, when I asked if I might lock up, that the man was better. 
I then considered there was no danger of the man that night. It was between a quarter 
and half an hour after 10 when I locked up; I went to bed in about 10 minutes after my 
leaving the keys with the master. I heard rapping at the outside gate or door; I lifted the 
bolt that shoots down into the floor, and, although the door had been locked, and the key 
in the master’s possession, I opened it, anti went within nine or ten yards of the outside 
gate or door, and said the man was better. The watchman (Keeffe) heard me say so, and 
think he said so too. Dr. Keating asked outside if the priest was wanting. I said not; 
that Mrs. Harvey mentioned the man was better. I think Dr. Keating said, “ Very well.” 

I don’i think it was my duty to go to the hospital and ascertain at the time how the 
man was, before my telling the doctor that he was better. At the time I was of opinion 
the man’s life was not in danger; if I thought there was any danger I would not have 
closed the doors at all. 

I think Dr. Keating said that it was Dr. Cronyn’s turn, and to go to him. 

No particular mention was made to me of what doctor to go to. 

To Dr. Keating.— I don’t recollect if you said to me to come back if I did not meet 
Dr. Cronyn. I considered it was Dr. Cronyn’s turn to attend this patient; I went to you, 
being the nearer, as it was an emergency case. 

To Dr. Cronyn. — Mr. Sommerville and I made no delay after leaving your house till we 
went to Mrs. Keating’s. I was not more than four to five minutes at your house. 

To Mr. Howard. — I did not acquaint the master that there had been knocking at the 
gate till the morning. 

To Mr. Hilton, sen. — I should not have opened the door without having applied to and 
having got the keys from the master ; in consequence of the hard rappings at the gate, 
I opened the door as I did. 

Mr. Sommerville and I were detained about 10 minutes in Mrs. Keating’s hall ; 
Mr. Sommerville became impatient. 

(signed) Richard Ryan. 

2'homas Izod, Coroner. 



4. — Richard Pack, Esq., sworn ; saith, — 



I am a surgeon and doctor of medicines residing in Kilmaganny. I have made a post- 
mortem examination, and viewed the body that has been this day exhumed and viewed by 
the coroner and jury. 1 found an abscess on the right side of the man’s throat ; it was very 
deeply seated ; it burst internally, and it’s my belief that the escape of the matter internally 
caused suffocation, from the effects of which he died. 

The tumor was so deeply seated that I consider it would have been hazardous to have 
made an opening from the outside. 

The abscess might have been opened from the inside, the result of which might have 
been suffocation, but there was also a chance that he might have recovered, had it been 
opened from ihe inside. I could not say what I would have done in atiempting relief for 
the man, unless l had seen him before death ; decomposition has so rapidly set in that it 
has defaced, in a great measure, the appearances. I heard that a blister had been applied 
to the man’s throat, and I consider that it was a very good thing to have been done for 



I consider, in accounting for the man’s apparent relief or ease, as I have heard given in 
evidence, that only a small portion of ihe matter had then escaped from the opening, and 
that, possibly, when he slept, that the great gush came and choked him. 

If a medical person had seen the deceased alive and examined the part, he could not 
have been otherwise than aware it was ripe for lancing. 

From the quantity of matier I considered that he was at once suffocated. 

To Mr. Weld. — A medical person, if present when the abscess burst, might have afforded 
him assistance to preserve life, but it was equally a chance, from the quantity of matter, 
that he could not. 

(signed) Richard rack, m.d. 



Thomas Rod, Coroner. 

Jurors bound over in 10 l. to appear and continue the inquiry at the hour of 10 in the 
forenoon, on Saturday, the 28 th of August 1852, and witnesses directed to attend. 
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Saturday, 28th August 1852. 

5. — George Sommerville, sworn ; saith, — 

I am an apprentice to Dr. A. P. Cronyn. I recollect the porter of the poor-house 
calling at about nine o’clock at Dr. Cronyn’s on the evening of Thursday week; the object 
of his calling was for the young doctor to visit a man that was ill with a sore throat in the 
infirmary. I went up-stairs, and found Dr. George Cronyn in bed ; I believe he had been 
unwell ; he had not been at tea. I believe Dr. G. Cronyn is one of the medical men of 
this establishment. I came avray with the porter for the purpose of calling on Dr. Keating - 
the porter remarked to me that he, Dr. Keating, was not at home, that he was dining at 
Mrs. Keating’s, I believe, with Rev. Mr. Walton. We then proceeded to Mrs. Keating’s. 
I asked to see Dr. Keating, and word to that effect was sent up-stairs by the maid S as 
directed by some gentle.man in the shop ; he, Dr. Keating, sent back word that he would 
be down shortly; I waited for some time, 10 or 12 minutes, and became impatient; 
Dr. Keating came down, and I said to him, that I was sure Dr. Cronyn would feel obliged 
if he would go up to the poor-house and see a man ill there with sore throat. I believe that 
I had not to send a second time for Dr. Keating, but cannot say. Dr. Keating said to me 
that he would go up to see him. I think it was then nine, or'very near nine, but cannot 
exactly say at what hour it was. I believe the Rev. Mr. Walton was speaking to the 
porter before Dr. Keating came down to me. The porter and I then went up to the poor- 
house from Mrs. Keating’s, and I went down to the infirmary and saw a man in bed ill, in 
a ward on the right-hand side ; he had a blister on his throat; I put mv hand to it to feel 
the lump; I merely laid my fingers on, without using pressure; it felt rather soft, not 
exactly hard ; I did not see the colour of the tumour; the blister covered it. Mrs. Harvey 
(nurse) then came, and said she had applied the blister and bathed his feet in warm water 
and turpentine. I was told the patient was deaf and dumb. I made signs to him to know 
whether the lump was inside or outside; he then put his hand in towards his mouth. 
Mrs. Harvey remarked to me that he was then much better than he had been before she 
had blistered him and bathed his feet. I left him then in two or three minutes, and came 
up to the door to the road ; Mr. Toomey, the master, was there, and asked me if the sore 
throat lie had was dangerous. I said it was ; that in some cases it would smother, the lump 
being inside. I then left at, as I think, half-past nine. I have been bound since last 
Patrick’s Day. I had attended several professional lectures before then; I attended an 
hospital for some lime. 

To Mr. Howard. — I heard Mrs. Harvey say, that she then thought that there might be 
no necessity for the doctor; I met neither the doctor nor the priest cn my way home. 

To Mr. Weld.— I went down the street towards the cross, in the direction l should meet 
those two gentlemen. 

To Dr. Keating. — I cannot exactly say the time, but I think it was about or near to 
nine when the porter was at Dr. Cronyn’s. The general time to shut Dr. Cronyn’s door 
is half-past nine; the door was not closed when Ryan, the porter, came. 

To Coroner. — I think the door was not closed when I returned ; I think it was not. 

To Dr. Keating . — 1 have no reason to know that Ryan, the porter, was detained at 
Dr. Cronyn’s; you showed a perfect willingness, a readiness to go to see the patient; 
when I called to you at Mrs. Keating’s, you said to me that you would go up in a short 
time. I think you asked, where was Dr. Cronyn? but I cannot exactly say; I think 
I replied that I did not know where he was, or that lie was from home ; I could not say 
which. 

To the Coroner.-—' There was light in the ward, I think, when I went in; there was either 
one or two nurses in attendance when I went in ; I considered Mrs. Harvey was. coming up 
the passage when I went in. 

I did not notice matter discharged from the deceased’s mouth. 

On our way to the workhouse we went into a house ; I done so to light my pipe, he, 
the porter, to drink a bottle of ginger-beer ; we were not more than five minutes there, and 
then went direct to the poor-house ; there was no whisky put inio the ginger-beer; I paid 
for it. I have stated in my evidence that I did not meet Dr. Keating or the priest on 
my way to the cross. From there, there was an interval of about 10 minutes that I went 
out of the direction of to Mrs. Keating’s, and then proceeded on. I did not meet the 
doctor onward home. 

To Dr. Keating. — There was sufficient time for you to have passed on to the workhouse 
during the 10 minutes I diverged from my direction home, that you might have gone on 
to the workhouse. 

(signed) George Sommerville. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 
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G. — George Cronyn, Esq., sworn ; saith, — 

I live in Callan ; am one of the medical officers of this workhouse. I was at home on Examination of 
Thursday week last; I was in bed asleep when I heard a knock at my room door ; I was George Cronyn. 
told by Georue Sommerville that there was a man ill at the poor-house with a sore ~ 

throat- I told him to go to Dr. Keating, and to say to him that I would be much obliged 
if he would attend for me; I did not know at that time that the messenger had been 
previously with Dr. Keating. I further added, that if Dr. Keating was not at home to 
return, and that I would get up and go to see the man. The reason l went to bed, which 
I did after dinner on that day, was, that I had an inward pain, which I had been liable 
to, and had been before very ill i:i consequence. 

(signed) George Cronyn, m.d. 

Thos. Izod., Coroner. 



7 . — Ellen Harvey, sworn ; saitb, — 



I am infirmary nurse in this workhouse ; I recollect seeing a man in the probationary 
dormitory, on Thursday week last, at I consider to be nine o’clock. The porter called on 
me, saying that there was either a person or man very ill in the probationary ; the porter 
waited for me; cn our way to the probationary ward I met the master. The master made 
some allusion about the man, and I went up-stairs where he was ; I then had candle- 
light, and saw the man as if labouring tinder a heavy fit of asthma; I told the master 
that there was an immediate necessity of sending for the doctor. I ant not sure 
if I mentioned the priest or not; I considered it a case at the time to send for both 
doctor and clergyman. I believe the master directed to have both sent for, but I now 
cannot say that i heard him. The master said, he would have him (the deceased) removed 
to the infirmary, and I said I would go on and have a bed prepared for him. I consider 
the man was in bed in the infirmary in 10 minutes; lie still appeared to labour, as I have 
already described ; he continued in that state for about 20 minutes. 

Immediately on his being in the infirmary I had his feet placed in hot water and spirits 
of turpentine, and applied a blister to his throat. 

There was a lump on his throat, under, I think, the light jaw, and that I applied the 
blister to. The breathing was very short. The deceased tnade signs after the 20 minutes 
that he was better, and his breathing came all right again; he afterwards had a short 
cough; he made signs with his hands, as thanking us that he was a great deal better. 
It was after bis breathing got better that the porter returned ; I cannot say how soon he 
reached ; I recollect Mr. Sommerville saying that Dr. Keating would be up immediately. 
The last time I saw the deceased alive, on that Thursday night, was to the best of my 
knowledge between 10 and 11 o’clock. The deceased was then sleeping quietly, and 
I had no apprehension that his life was in danger; we don’t leave a nurse up in the men s 
ward. If a necessity arises, one of the patients calls. In that ward particularly (the first 
male ward') a boy up-stairs (Tom Daniel) and another boy were iu attendance on another 
man. 1 felt myself in charge of the deceased, and remained in my room expecting the 
•doctor to oive his orders; 1 remained up all through; there was no visit made to the 
deceased by the doctor on that night. It was in a bed on the ground-floor ; he was 
near to my room ; others were in this ward ill; I did not give directions to any person to 
look after this man; I was to have done so myself till the doctor would come. 

A man named James Dunn called to Mary Hogan (who cleans the ward); on my 
heaiing the name “Mary Hogan,” Iran; I saw the deceased half hanging out ot the 
•bed, and which was at the very door. A man named Robert Power called out, “Mrs. 
Harvey, don’t come in,” the deceased being then exposed. I called to John Shea and a 
person, I think James Hair, to raise the deceased; James Dunn having thrown a cover 
over him, I went up to his head; to the best of my knowledge he drew his breath twice; 
I remained some few minutes, till I was sure he was dead, when I had him placed in the 
bed again. I did not notice any discharge from his mouth; I am sure it was then 
12 o’cfock. James Dunn is a patient in the ward, having a sore leg, and has been told 
bv me to do anything I desired him. Is not a paid officer. 1 did not send word to the 
master the doctor was not wanted ; I could not do that ; I did not send word to the porter 



•to that effect, or to any one else. . , „ 

I recollect I made a remark to Mr. Sommerville that the deceased might be very well, 
although there was then no medical attendance. In my management of the infirmary, when 
the doctor and clergyman are sent for, the case is one of emergency. 

I have no reason to attach blame of inattention to any person in the ward on that 
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night. . . 

This death was reported to the master on Friday morning following. 

To John Coin *. — I did not mention to Mr. Mullaly, the schoolmaster, on that Thursday 
nio-lit, that there was no occasion to send for the doctor. Mullaly came in to look at the 
man ; I described to him how ill he had been, and how much improved he was then. 

To Coroner, distinctly.— I did not tell Ryan, the porter, that there was no necessity to 
send for the docior. 

1 consider the death might have occurred in presence of a doctor. 
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To Dr. Keating . — I have been five years nurse in this infirmary ; I never knew a neglect 
or delay in your attendance during that time, night or day, in answering the calls of the 
house; I have always seen you anxious and attentive to all those calls. 

To Mr. Lowe . — I recollect being before the Board of Guardians on Wednesday last • 
1 think it was nine, or about nine, that I mentioned to the guardians that I first saw the 
deceased ; it was while I was standing on the probationary stairs, that the muster said lie 
would send for the doctor. 

(signed) Ellen Harvey. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



8. — Robert Toomey, sworn ; saith, — 

I ah master to this the Calian Union Workhouse; I recollect Thursday evening week 
last; I recollect a man of the name of Kelly, represented to me as dumb, to be then in 
the probationary ward ; unless previous to his coming to the house, I understand he was 
not seen by Dr. Keating ; he was seen by no doctor in the probationary ward. My 
attention was called to this man on that evening by the porter ; he came to my parlour and 
said, that that man is dying at the lodge; no one was then with him; he said he was going 
for Mrs. Harvey; I told him to do so ; I remained in my parlour till they returned from 
the infirmary; I then accompanied them to the lodge, holding a candle in my hand; I 
then on my arrival called for a watchman ; young Bible answered to the call ; I followed 
Mrs. Harvey and the porter up the probationary stairs ; I saw the deceased sitting on a 
bed at the head of the stairs, and Mrs. Harvey directed that the doctor and the priest 
should be sent for ; I gave the porter directions to go on for the doctor and the priest ; he, 
the porter, went immediately on the message, and I desired Bible to bring him, the dumb 
man, down stairs; I then accompanied him to the infirmary with the candle in my hand ; 
the man walked the way ; I know that Mrs. Harvey was in the ward with us ; I don’t 
recollect if she went on there with us, or preceded us, or was after us. When I saw the 
deceased, he appeared to be greatly distressed in his throat, breathed very hard indeed ; when 
I saw the deceased in the infirmary ward 1 left. To the best of my belief, the porter went 
for the doctor and priest, at about half-past eight o'clock. After my leaving the infirmary 
I went to the outside gate to wait the arrival of the doctor and the priest ; I remained 
there until the porter returned, accompanied with a young man of Mr. Cronyn’s; I think 
the porter was away about half an hour ; I still remained at the gate ; they went on to the 
infirmary ; I still remained at the gate expecting the arrival of Dr. Keatmg and Father 
Walton, until the return of the porter and Mr. Cronyn’s young man from the infirmary; 
they returned to me within half an hour; 1 would not say it was over half an hour: it 
was then I got a report from Mr. Cronyn’s young man, that the man was better; Mr. 
Patrick Cody and Mr. Purcell were all the time at the gate with me ; I think from the time 
the porter and that young man arrived, until their return. I did expect from the report 
of Mr. Cronyn’s young man, that he would have communicated with Dr. Keating; I 
shortly afterwards retired to my own apartment, having no apprehension that the man’s 
life was then in danger; while there I heard no knocking at the outside gate; 1 may or 
may not have heard knocking at the gate; I think the porter left the keys with me at 10 
ora quarter past 10 o’clock; I did not name any particular doctor to the porter to go 
to; I don’t recollect that I did ; in the morning (Friday) I was made acquainted with the 
deceased’s death. 

I felt it to be my duty, of which there is no doubt, to report the case to the Board of 
Guardians; I consider it right that you should be aware of the duties of master, as laid 
down in the Compendium (Report read, 452), I heard, in the course of Friday morning, that 
Dr. Keating had been at the gate the previous night; the porter told me that lie had 
remarked to the doctor that the man was better. 

At an advanced hour, half-past 10, the schoolmaster (Mullaly) was with me, and said 
the man was better ; he left me at about half-past 10 ; nothing else occurred to me to state 
to the inquest, excepting to hand in this document for this inquiry (read and marked). If 
the porter wants access to me after the lock up, he has to rap at my hall door. 

To Mr. Howard. — I received no instructions from Mrs. Harvey, or any other person, to 
counteract the instructions that had been given to send for the doctor and clergyman ; I did 
not counteract it by any message from myself. 

To Mr. Lowe. — I have been appointed to this workhouse 11 years next November; I 
would not have reported this death as I have done, if the dociors had reported it as it 
occurred. I swore that I had a conversation with the doctors on Wednesday morning ; that 
I was determined to report the case in my journal, as they were inclined only to deal with 
it in their report as an ordinary death. (Report read, page 452, No. 28 ; Compendium, 
Doctor’s Report, 25th August 1852, read; marked “Read at inquest, that part as affects 
the deceased ”). 

To Mr. Lowe. — I have had no conversation with any of the officers in this house, as to 
how I would frame my report; I would have been better pleased, and I am sorry I had 
not included in my report that I heard Dr. Keating had been at the gate the previous 
night, and that the omission on my part was an oversight. 

To 
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To Dr. Keating. — You have been a medical officer to this house since its opening ; I 
would add, that Irom your regular attendance you have given every facility to the working 
of the house ; no man could have been more punctual to your duties both night and day 
than you have. 

(signed) Robert Tommy. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



9. — George Cronyn, Re-examined. 

On Wednesday morning last Dr. Keating and I were together in framing our weekly 
report relative to the new dietary ; Mr. Toomey came over to the surgery, and when I came 
to that part of the report where the deaths were mentioned, Thomas Kelly’s name was 
mentioned, and he, the master, asked if we were going to report specially on it? I said 
I knew nothing of it particular!}, and that I would report it in the usual way, which I did. 
He said that if the medical officers did not do it, he would ; that was the first conversation 
I had with Mr. Toomey, or with any other person on the subject. I read over the report to 
Dr. Keating, and which was signed by him. 

(signed) George Cronyn, m. d. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



10. — Richard Colleton, sworn ; saiih, — 

I am clerk to this, the Callan Union Workhouse. I hold in my hand a copy of the 
Commissioners’ sealed order, as to important reports arising out of transactions on work- 
house duties, &c.. No. 28, Article 64. Master is directed to keep a hook, to be called “ the 
Master’s Journal,” as to the attendance of medical officers. See Article 68, No. 1, same copy 
of Commissioners’ sealed order ; date of work , 5th February 1849. 

(signed) Richard Colleton. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



11. — Patrick Keating, Esq., sworn; saith, — 

(Having been first cautioned to state nothing of an injutious tendency to himself) — 1 recol- 
lect last Thursday week ; I recollect my attention being drawn to a dummy by Ryan, the 
relieving officer ; on my seeing the state of deceased’s neck, I recommended Ryan to give 
him a ticket of admittance to the workhouse infirmary ; I am not aware, but think that he 
done so. Of that man I heard nothing till that night, when, at about half-past nine o’clock, 
the workhouse porter came to Mis. Keating’s, where 1 had been dining with the Rev. Mr. 
Walton. I received a message, through the servant, that the porter wanted me ; in a short 
time I came down to the porter, and asked him what was the matter? When he informed, 
me that a dumb man was ill with sore throat at the workhouse (having mentioned to 
Mr. Ryan, the relieving officer, that it was infirmary relief that the man sought in course 
of the day), I asked, believiug the man to have been in the infirmary — there are some doubts 
on my mind if I did not say, “ Did Mrs. Harvey blister him?” 1 said that he ought to be 
blistered, and get some calomel pills. I then informed him that Dr. Cronyn was in charge 
of the infirmary this month, and that the call was his, and to go to him, and that if he was 
from home to return tome; he accordingly went, and returned with Mr. Sommerville in. less 
than half an hour. On a message having been sent up to me, that Mr. Sommerviile was 
below, I went down, and told Mr. Sommerville I would go up in a short time; in about 
15 minutes I left Mrs. Keating’s for, and proceeded to, the workhouse, at which (I think, to 
the best of my belief) 1 arrived at or about a quaiter past 10. On coming to the gate, 
I rapped with my clenched fist repeatedly at the door ; after an interval of eight or ten 
minutes, finding that my rapping with my closed fist attracted no one’s attention, at which 
I felt surprised,"! proceeded into the road, and picked up a large stone, with which I rapped 
violently at ihe gate or door. 1 waited an interval of two or three minutes before rapping 
again, then rapped more loudly ; in a short time I heard a voice of some one approaching, 
who came to the gate to me; at same moment heard the fastenings of the lodge-door 
opening, when, as I conceived, Mr. Ryan (the porter) called out to the man, who was there ? 
The man answered, “The doctor,” when he immediately called out that I was not wanted, 
which the man repeated also. 1 heard the porter (Ryan) say, “The man is better ; the doctor 
is not wanted ;” on which I replied, “ Oh, very well ;” and in a moment again asked if the 
priest was required? when the immediate answer was, “He is not.” I immediately pro- 
ceeded at a slow pace home, and at or about the Cross met Mr. Lorenzo Greene, and 
I believe the Rev. Mr. Shea, when I mentioned, that although brought up to the workhouse 
330. B 4 at 
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at that hour, that the answer given me was that I was not required ; on which Mr. Greene 
made use of the expression, that he thought it damned bad treatment for a medical man. 
I immediately left Mr. Greene and Mr. Shea, and, in a short time, met the Rev. Mr. Walton, 
on his way, as I supposed, to the workhouse also, when I immediately informed him of the 
messaoe I received concerning him ; I then went towards my house, which is next to his 
lodgings, and on arriving there, Mr. Walton induced me to return to his rooms, where we 
chatted for some time, alter which I proceeded home and went to bed. 

From the time I received Mr. Sommerville’s message personally, I never sat down in 
Mr. Walton’s room, but prepared myself at once to answer to the call, first having delayed 
some few minutes in expectation that Mr. Walton would accompany me. I deem it right 
also to mention, that although in daily communication with the master and porter of this 
workhouse, neither mentioned to me the fact of Kelly’s death till Wednesday morning last ; 
I first heard of such occurrence several clays after it did occur, when I heard it through some 
person in Callan. 

I solemnly swear, that I was back again at Mr. Walton’s lodgings before 11 o’clock; 
1 also state, that there was no mention made of urgency, emergency, or dying, but simply a 
case of sore throat. 

To the best of my belief, it was said by the porter that lie was sent for the priest and 
doctor; frequently such messages have been given when no real danger existed. 

My recollection of time on that occasion was, a gentleman leaving for home, at what 
I believed to be after eight o’clock ; that some time afterwards the tea-things were brought 
on the table, and that we spent a very considerable time in drinking that tea ; after the 
servant had removed the tea-things the whole party commenced playing a game of cards of 
« spoil five,” at which we were engaged a long period before the first messenger arrived to 
me; I possibly may have under-rated the time. 

To Mr. Hilton . — If I had the least conception that the porter had no authority to men- 
tion what he told me, I would have insisted to get into the house. 

To Mr. Going . — I have frequently attended similar calls, and, on reaching the house, 
found that my services were not seriously required. 

To Mr. Shelly . — From my observation of the deceased in the street, I did not conceive 
he laboured under any serious affection. 

To Mr. Howard . — The reason that I sent Ryan, the porter, to Dr. Cronyn’s was, that we 
take the duty month about, at the suggestion of the medical inspector, and it was his 
(Cronyn’s) month for the infirmary, while mine was the fever hospital. 

(signed) Patrick Keating, m. d. 

Thos. Izod , Coroner. 



12 . — Lorenzo Greene, Esq., sworn; saith, — 

I live at Uilingford, in this county ; I recollect being in Callan on Thursday week last ; 
1 spent that evening with the Rev. Mr. Walton; Dr. Keating was there; I recollect 
Dr. Keating coming up-stairs, and saying, that he and the Rev. Mr. Walton were required 
to go and see some man in the poorhouse; I have no doubt but that it was then nine 
o’clock; I think it was; it was a considerable time after tea; Dr. Keating did not leave till 
after the messenger came a second time ; be said that it was Dr. Crony n was to attend. 
I consider the next messenger was about 1 0 or a few minutes after ; he made no observation 
when the second messenger came, than to take up his hat and button his coat; I saw him 
afterwards in the upper end of Bridges-street, when I was returning from Mr. Walton’s; 
Dr. Keating then observed that he had his walk for nothing; I asked him why ? he said, 
that after his knocking some time at the poorhouse gate with a stone, he was answered by 
a man saying that the man was better, and that be was not wanted; I observed that it was 
very bad treatment for a medical officer, and that when the man got better that they should 
not have him brought up there ; Dr. Keating then said, “ I must go down and tell Mr. 
Walton.” 

As well as I can recollect, some of the gentlemen in the room took out their watches at 
the time ; this is what has led me to form the opinion as to time ; I remained for sometime 
at Mr. Walton’s; it was 11 o’clock when I reached my lodgings; I consider that I met 
Dr. Keating about 10 minutes on bis return from the workhouse before I reached my lodg- 
ings ; Dr. Keating made no delay when Mr. Sommerville’s message reached. 

(signed) Lorenzo Greene. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 
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13. — John Walton, sworn; saitli, — 

I am Roman-caiholic chaplain to this workhouse ; I recollect Thursday week last • I 
had Dr. Keating to dine with me; I recollect on that evening to have been called down- 
stairs by the servant of the house I live at; I was told by her that a messenger from the 
poor-house wanted me; I -went down, as well as I recollect, instantly, and saw the porter 
of the workhouse in the hall; I think that was about 10 o’clock ; a gentleman produced 
here to-day, Mr. Sommerville, was in the hall with the porter; I asked Ryan what was 
the matter; he said that there was a man sick in the workhouse ; I asked what ailed him • 
he told me that he had either a sore throat or a lump on his neck, or somethin** to that 
effect, and that the doctor was wanting ; I asked him if 1 was wanted ; as well as°I recol- 
lect, he said Mrs. Harvey told him I was wanted, or that it was no harm to call me, or 
words to that effect. Before that, he told me the man we were required to sec was either a 
dumb man, or a “dummy;” when he said that there was no harm my going, I replied, 
“Very well. I’ll go.” I consider I led Dr. Keating to understand that it was lie was, 
wanted, and not me; he staid a short time, perhaps 10 or 15 minutes, more or less; I 
don’t recollect him to have sat alter his receiving the message; I only recollect meeting 
Dr. Keating in the street afterwards, on his way from the poor-house. 

To have enabled me to measure time, I recollect a particular person to have left oil that 
evening, which was about eight o’clock ; I looked then at the clock, or told the servant to 
look, and became aware; 1 am sure it was two hours afterwards, and 10 minutes after Mr. 
Sommerville had left, when Dr. Keating went to attend the call; when I met Dr. Keatin** 
afterwards, he said that he was not wanted at the workhouse at all; that he was rapping 
for some time and was not admitted ; was told by some person inside that he was not 
wanted, and also that I was not wanted ; it was, I think, between nine and ten o’clock that 
the first message reached ; I did not mind particularly, as I was not interested ; I am sure 
it was considerably after nine, but I can’t take it on myself to say whether it was half- 
past nine ; I don’t recollect, as regards myself, any message to me the first time. 

(signed) John Walton. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



14. — Richard Ryan, Re-examined. 

I am sute I mentioned to the doctor, on seeing him, that I was directed to desire him 
and the priest lo attend a sick call, and that I told the doctor so : in about a quarter of an 
hour after my having got the direction from the master ; I think about a quarter of an hour 
elapsed between my first seeing Dr. Keating and my seeing him the second time in com- 
pany will) Mr. Sommerville; on our way to the workhouse from Mrs. Keatino-’s we called 
into, I think, George Glurdon’s ; I had a treat of a bottle of ginger-beer, and he Mr. 
Sommerville, had half a glass or glass of brandy in water, and lit his pipe. 

Mr. Sommerville and I made no delay from the time we left Mr. Crouyn’s till we got to 
Mr. Keating’s ; to the best of my knowledge, more than, or about, a quarter of an hour did 
not elapse from the time 1 was directed by Dr. Keating to go of the message to Dr. Cronyn’s 
till Mr. Sommerville and I reached Mrs. Keating’s ; Mr. Sommerville sent up a message to 
the doctor, and became impatient at his not coming down. 

(signed) Richard Ryan. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



15. — Robert Toomey, Re-examined. 

I considek that it was nightfall at eight o’clock on that Thursday ; I had the candles 
lit for half an hour after dark, and it was immediately afterwards that I sent the message 
by the porter to Dr. Keating and the priest to require their attendance on a sick call ; when 
such a message is conveyed, that the doctor and priest are wanted, the case is an extreme 
one and in danger of life. 

(signed) Robert Toomey. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



16 . — James Mullaly, sworn ; saith, — 

I am schoolmaster to this workhouse; I recollect seeing the deceased in the infirmary 
on the night of Thursday the 19th of August. 

I heard from Mrs. Harvey that the doctor and priest had been sent for, for the purpose 
of visiting him ; l was not present when this man was brought to the infirmary ; I can’t say 
how long he was there when I saw him ; I consider it was nine o’clock when Mrs. Harvey 
told me of the priest and doctor having been sent for. 
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To Mr. John Going. — Mrs. Harvey told me that there was no great necessity of having 
the priest and doctor sent for; the man was then better; I did not mention to the porter 
not t.o send for the priest or doctor, but J told him that Mrs. Harvey said it then mattered 
not, as he was better. 

The roaster and I have had a conversation on the subject of his reporting this case to 
the guardians; it took place on Thursday night iast; the master asked me "what he was 
to do as to reporting the death of the man ; 1 advised him not to do it, to leave it to the 
medical officers; he said if they did not report it, he should, as it was as well his duty to 
do so as theirs, and that if he did not do it the guardians might bring it as a charge against 
himself. I read the master’s report after its having been before the Board ; no conversation 
between us as to the identical words of that report. 

The master did not tell me that it was to please the ex-officio guardians that lie made 
that report. 

I did not hear the porter ask the master if he would lock up the gate. 

It was half-past 10 o’clock by the clock in the master’s apartment when I saw the 
porter in the master’s apartment; I only saw him once on that whole night. 

I think the porter said, in a low grumbling tone, “Will t his priest or doctor come 
to-night?” I was in a hurry away, and did not like to enter further with Mr. Toomey on 
the subject of the report. 

Mr. Toomey did not say 10 me that he would get credit from the guardians by making- 
that report; he said he would be blamed by the guardians, it was so public, if he did not 
make toe report. 

(signed) James Mullaly. 

Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



17. — Charles Keeffe, sworn ; saith, — 

I am a watchman to the Board of Guardians ; it is my duty to be up all night; I recol- 
lect Thursday week Iast; I neither saw the porter leave or return to the house on that 
night of Thursday ; I heard rapping at the outside or front gate ; Dr. Keating was rapping 
there ; I think it was a little before 11 that I heard this rapping; I heard Ryan say to the 
doctor that he was not wanted; I heard the doctor ask if the priest was wanted; he said 
not, that the man was better; I lifted the deceased out of the bed in the probationary 
ward before he was removed to the infirmary ; it was after nightfall then ; I think it was 
then after eight o’clock; it might be nine; the first clock I heard strike was after the 
doctor had left the gate. 

To Mr. Howard. — It was ll 1 heard strike by the lodge clock after Dr. Keating had 
left the gate; I heard but two knockings at the gate; there might be a few minutes 
between them; at that time, unless the rapping was very easy, I would have heard them; 
I might not have minded the knocking with a man’s fist; the knocking I heard, I thought 
was with a stick; I don’t recollect Dr. Keating complaining to me of his being kept 
there at the gate a considerable time ; the doctor told me he had been rapping there. 

(signed) Charles Keeffe. 

Thos. Izod , Coroner. 



18 . — John Going, sworn. 

Am a juror on this inquest which is holding in the Callan Union Workhouse, parish 
of Callan, barony of Callan, and in the county of Kilkenny. 

(signed) John Going. 
Thos. Izod, Coroner. 



Finding at Inquest. 

That the said deceased died in the Callan Union Workhouse, in the county of Kil- 
kenny, on the night of Thursday the 19th, or morning of Friday the 20th of August 
instant, from the effects of the rupture, internally, of a tumour on his neck, which caused 
suffocation, by the infusion of matter into his chest and lungs. 

We require the coroner to communicate with the Board of Guardians our wish that they 
shall impress on Dr. Keating the necessity of a more prompt attendance, when noticed that 
his services are required on such cases of urgency as appeared when he had been sent for; 
and we also wish them to caution the porter not to take on himself the responsibility of 
reporting to the doctor his opinion on the state of any patient without the concurrence of 
the master, as, probably, this man’s life might have been preserved had he admitted the 
doctor when he called. 
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No. 9. — Minute of the Commissioners, dated 13 September 1852. 

Prepare letter to the guardians, on Mr. Burke’s Report, and the evidence 
taken by him. 



No. 10.— The Commissioners to the Guardians ; dated 14 September 1852. 

With reference to Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at No. 56,404/52. 
their meeting, on the 1st instant, containing a letter from Mr. Izod, coroner, 
on the subject of an inquest held by him on the body of Thomas Kelly, a deaf 
and dumb man, who died suddenly in the workhouse, on the night of the 1 9th 
ultimo, unattended by the Roman-catholic chaplain and medical officer, I am 
directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians, that 
the Commissioners have received a report from their inspector, Mr. Burke, 
communicating the result of an investigation held by him on the 7th instant, 
into the circumstances connected with the death of Thomas Kelly, together 
with minutes of evidence taken by him at the inquiry. 

It appears from the evidence, that the deceased was received into the work- 
house on the 19th ultimo ; that soon after his admission he became so ill that 
it was deemed necessary to send the porter for one of the medical officers and 
the Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse ; that Dr. Keating, the medical 
officer first sent for, considering that it was not his turn for attendance, in con- 
sequence of an arrangement between the medical officers, directed the porter 
to go to Dr. Cronyn, the other medical officer, whose turn it was to attend at 
the workhouse ; that the porter having gone to Dr. Cronyn, the latter being 
unwell, Mr. Sommerville, an apprentice of Dr. Cronyn’s father, came back 
with the porter to Dr. Keating, who said that he would follow them to the 
workhouse. 

It further appears that Mr. Sommerville, having seen Kelly, pronounced him 
to be better, and that the infirmary nurse and the schoolmaster, who had been 
with Kelly, were also impressed with this opinion ; that the schoolmaster 
having stated so in the presence of the master of the workhouse and the porter, 
the latter locked the door of the workhouse, and both he and the master retired 
for the night, it being then, as stated by the master and the porter, to be past 
10 o’clock ; that shortly after, Dr. Keating arrived at the gate of the workhouse, 
about an hour and a half having elapsed from the time he was first sent for, 
and after having repeatedly knocked at the gate, was informed by the porter who 
opened the workhouse door that Kelly was better, and that there was then no 
occasion for his (the doctor’s) or the Roman-catholic chaplain’s services. It 
appears, however, that within little more than an hour after this Kelly died. 

The Commissioners consider that Dr. Keating is to blame for not having 
promptly attended on his being first sent for, more particularly as it appears 
that the medical officers and chaplains are not sent for except in urgent cases, 
being those in which there is danger of the death of the party ; but as this is 
the first time Dr. Keating, who has been medical officer to the workhouse 
since its opening, has been charged with want of attention, the Commissioners 
will only require that Dr. Keating be cautioned in future to attend at once to 
calls of an urgent nature which may be made upon him, and that he and the 
other medical officer should be informed that the arrangement made by them 
with regard to the performance of their duties should not interfere, as it did in 
the present case, with their promptly attending at the workhouse, when calls 
are made on them in urgent cases, as on those occasions their attendance may 
be of vital importance. 

It is understood that the porter, to whom blame might otherwise attach for 
informing Dr. Keating that the man was better, made this communication in 
consequence of his having been so informed by Mr. Sommerville, who attended 
for Dr. Cronyn. 

The other resident officers mentioned in the case do not appear to be in any 
degree blameable. 
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No. 56,404/52. 



No. 57,77 8/52. 



No. 57,778/52. 



No. 57,778/5 2. 



No. 11. — The Commissioners to the Roman-catholic Chaplain of the 
Workhouse; dated 14 September 1852. 

It appears from the minutes of evidence taken by Mr. Burke, Poor-law 
Inspector, at an inquiry recently held by him into the circumstances connected 
with the death in the workhouse, on the 19th ultimo, of a man named Thomas 
Kelly, that the workhouse master was insulted and threatened by a person 
accompanying you, for having specially reported in the master’s journal the 
death of Thomas Kelly. 

Although it appears that you did not take any other part on the occasion 
than that of accompanying the person in question to the workhouse, the Com- 
missioners consider that this act so identifies you with the offensive conduct 
adopted towards the master, that they feel called upon to request from you an 
explanation of your having accompanied this person to the workhouse, and of 
having remained with him while he acted so improperly towards the master, 
without offering any remonstrance. 



No. 12. — The Rev. John Walton, Roman-catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, 
to the Commissioners; dated 23 September 1852. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, demanding an explanation 
of my being in the company of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, on the poorhouse grounds, 
on the occasion of the late inquiry, and of my not remonstrating when Mr. 
O’Shee addressed strong language to the master. 

The fact of my accompanying the respected Catholic curate of this parish to 
the poorhouse arose from the accident of our having received a joint summons 
to attend and give evidence. 

As the master swore at the inquiry that, in his opinion, the Rev. Mr. O'Shee, 
from the impression that was abroad concerning this business, was justified 
in using the language referred to, I conceive it was no part of my duty to 
I’emonstrate. 



No. 13. — Observations of Mr. J. Burke, Poor-Law Inspector, on foregoing 
Letter; dated 19 September 1852. 

There was no summons issued by me for the attendance of the Roman- 
catholic chaplain and the Rev. Mr. O’Shee at the inquiry, and it was not on 
that occasion, as the writer would seem to say, but on some days previously to 
it, that the threatening and abusive language was used towards the master — 
(see the Evidence of the latter). The only charge insinuated against him was, 
that in making the report of the man’s death, and which it was his duty to do, 
he was influenced by a wish to please the ex-officio guardians ; and even 
admitting that he was so influenced, the master was not to be threatened and 
abused, and that in presence of the Roman-catholic chaplain. The master did 
not swear at the inquiry that he thought the Rev. Mr. O’Shee “ was justified in 
using the language referred to.” 



No. 14. — Minute of the Commissioners thereon; dated 21 September 1852. 

Inform the Rev. Mr. Walton that the Commissioners regret to state that 
they cannot consider his explanation satisfactory. If he and the Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
had to attend in pursuance of a summons, this circumstance could not in any 
degree relieve him from responsibility in having permitted the master of the 
workhouse to be abused and insulted by that clergyman without remonstrance 
or interposition of any kind on his part, more especially when he must have 
been well aware that the master had not in any way given provocation, or done 
any act which could be considered to occasion or mitigate the aggression made 
on him. The Commissioners feel that some reparation should be made to the 
master ; but they cannot call upon the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to render it, as he is 

not 
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not in any office under the laws for relief of the destitute poor. They, how- 
ever, consider that reparation should be made by him (the Rev. Mr. Walton), 
as chaplain of the workhouse ; and they trust that he will apologise to the 
master for the aggression of which that officer so justly complains. 



No. 15. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; 
dated 23 September 1852. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief No - 57 , 77 ?/- ff > 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 17 th instant, in explanation of the circumstances under which you accom- 
panied the person who, on the occasion of the death of a pauper inmate of the 
workhouse of Callan Union, named Thomas Kelly, insulted and threatened 
the master of the workhouse for having specially reported in his journal the 
death of the pauper in question ; and in reference thereto, I am to inform you 
that the Commissioners regret to state that they cannot consider your 
explanation satisfactory. If you and the Rev. Mr. O’Shee had attended in 
pursuance of a summons, this circumstance could not in any degree relieve 
you from responsibility in having permitted the master of the workhouse to be 
abused and insulted by that clergyman without remonstrance or interposition 
of any kind on your part, more especially when you must have been well 
aware that the master had not in any way given provocation, or done any act 
which could be considered to occasion or mitigate the aggression made on him. 

The Commissioners feel that some reparation should be made to the master, 
but they cannot call upon the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to render it, as he is not in 
.any office under the laws for relief of the destitute poor. They, however, 
consider that reparation should be made by you as chaplain of the workhouse ; 
and they trust that you will apologise to the master for the aggression of 
which that officer so justly complains. 



No. 16. — The Commissioners to the Guardians ; dated 26 October 1852. 

Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of the inquiry held 
by Mr. Burke, Poor-law Inspector, into the circumstances connected with the 
death in the 'workhouse of Callan Union, on the 19th August last, of a pom- 
man named Thomas Kelly, I am directed by the Commissioners for Adminis- 
tering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the 
information of the Board of Guardians, a copy of correspondence arising out 
of the inquiry which has recently taken place between the Roman-catholic 
chaplain of the workhouse and the Commissioners ; and I am to state that the 
Commissioners have received no reply from the Roman-catholic chaplain to 
their letter of the 23d ultimo, and they are not informed whether the reparation 
due to the master for the insulting language addressed to him has been made ; 
and they request that the Board of Guardians will call on the master to report 
whether he has received any communication from the Roman -catholic chaplain 
of the nature required.* 




No. 17.— Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 October 1852. 



Read Letter, No. 57,778, dated 26 October 1852, from the Poor-law Com- No. 60 , 999 / 5 -’- 
missioners, relating to the inquiry held by Mr. Burke, Poor-law Inspector, into 
the cause of the death in the workhouse of Thomas Kelly, and enclosing 
copies of correspondence in reference thereto between the Commissioners and 
the Rev. John Walton, Roman- catholic chaplain of the workhouse. 

Ordered, That the master be called on to report to the Board, as required by 
the Commissioners’ letter. 



* Note. The correspondence enclosed with this letter was the letter of the Commissioners to the 

Rev. John Walton, dated 14 September, and the letter of the 23d September above referred to, 



Nos. 56,404 and 57,778. 
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No. 18.— Further Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 7 October 1852 . 



No. 66,99 9/53. The master reports, that he has received no communication from the 

Rev. Mr. Walton since the 26th of August last. 

(signed) Robert Toomey. 
(signed) William Despard, Chairman. 



No. 19. — Minute of the Commissioners; dated 8 November 1852. 

No. 66,999/52. 1 . Prepare letter to the Roman-caholic chaplain, and inform him that 

under the circumstances of the case as presented to then* consideration, the 
Commissioners are constrained to withdraw, in regard to the Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
the permissive arrangement by which the chaplains of workhouses are allowed 
to be assisted by their curate in the performance of the chaplain’s duties when 
it may be inconvenient for them to discharge these duties in person. 

2. Inform the guardians. 



No. 20. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; 
dated 10 November 1852. 

No. 66,999/5 2. Adverting to the Commissioners’ letter of the 23d September last, respecting 
the conduct of your curate, the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, towards the master of the 
workhouse of Callan Union, on the occasion of the inquiry into the cause of 
death of a pauper inmate of that establishment, named Thomas Kelly, [ am 
directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to state, that they have received the minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians on the 27th ultimo, from which it appears that° you 
have not made any communication to the master for the intemperate language 
made use of in your presence by your curate, the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, to that 
officer, on the occasion referred to, as suggested in the Commissioners’ letter of 
the above date ; and I am to inform you that, under the circumstances of the 
case as presented to their consideration, the Commissioners are constrained to 
withdraw, in regard to the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, the permissive arrangement by 
which the chaplains of workhouses are allowed to be assisted by their cur ates 
in the performance of the chaplain’s duties, when it may lie inconvenient for 
them to discharge those duties in person. 



No. 66,999/52. 



No. 21. The Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; dated 
9 November 1852. 

With reference to minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
ailan Union, on the 27th ultimo, from which it appears that the master of the 
wor mouse had reported that he had not received any communication from the 
itoman- catholic chaplain expressive of his regret for the language made use 
oy tue Rev. Mr. O’Shee to the master on the occasion of the inquiry into the 
cause ot death of an inmate of the workhouse, named Thomas Kelly, I am 
airected by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the 
, 1 a p in m ^ orm the Board of Guardians that they have addressed 

twsp TuT' to the effect that, under the circumstances of the case as 

tn fS p Commiss ioners are constrained to withdraw, in regard 

,r £ ev * Mr - 0 Snee, the permissive arrangement by which the chaplains 
thp pV»n«i°^ S ^ S a ^ ov ^ e d to be assisted by their curates in the performance of 
duties in pS-son tleS5 When may be incoavenient for them to discharge those 
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No. 22 .— Extract from Guardians’ Minutes; 15th December 1852. 

December 10th. — The master reports that he admitted a young man named No. 79 , 496 / 52 . 
Murphy into the workhouse, between 11 and 12 o’clock on this day, “ap- 
parently ” in a “ dying ” state ; after seeing him into the “ infirmary,” the 
master ordered the porter to send for the Rev. Mr. Walton and Dr. G. Cronyn ; 
neither of these gentlemen being at home at the time, the Rev. Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
and Dr. A. P. Cronyn attended the patient. Ordered, — The Board refer the 
Rev. Mr. Walton to the Commissioners’ letter of the 9th November 1852. 



No. 23. — Minute of the Commissioners thereon ; dated 
30 December 1852. 

Prepare letter to the Roman-catholic chaplain, peremptorily requiring his No. 79,496/52. 
compliance with the direction given regarding Mr. O’Shee. 



No. 24. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 
31 December 1852. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in No, 79 , 495 / 52 . 
Ireland have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
ofCallan Union on the 15th instant, in which it is stated that the master of 
the workhouse had reported to the Board that on the 10th instant a young 
man, named Murphy, had been admitted to the workhouse, apparently in a 
dying state; that after seeing him into the infirmary, he (the master) sent for 
you to attend Murphy, but that you were not at home at the time, and that 
the Rev. Mr. O’Shee attended for you at the workhouse. 

In reference thereto I am directed to call your attention to the letter of the 
Commissioners, dated the 10th ultimo, in which you were informed that in 
consequence of the conduct of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee towards the master of 
the workhouse, on the occasion of the death of a pauper, named Thomas Kelly, 
the Commissioners felt themselves constrained to withdraw, in regard to the 
Rev. Mr. O’Shee, the permissive arrangement by which chaplains of workhouses 
are allowed to be assisted by other clergymen in the performance of their 
duties, when it may be inconvenient for them to discharge those duties in 
p erson ; and as it appears that the Commissioners’ instructions in regard to the 
prohibition of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee from assisting you in the performance of 
your duties as chaplain of the workhouse of Callan Union have in this 
instance been departed from, the Commissioners desire me to enjoin you not 
to omit to comply, on any occasion in future, with the direction given by them 
to you in their letter of the above date, regarding the Rev. Mr. O’Shee. 



No. 25. — Mr. J. Burke , Poor-Law Inspector, to the Commissioners ; dated 
the 20th December 1852. 



I forward herewith a letter, dated 17th instant, addressed to me by Mr. 
J. S. Lane, an ex-officio guardian of the Callan Union, relative to proceedings 
which occurred at the last meeting of the Board of Guardians respecting the 
performance of the Roman-catholic chaplain’s duties ; I beg to refer you to 
reference sheet, on minutes of the meeting referred to, for my observations 
respecting this matter. 



No. 80,376/52. 




No. 26. — Enclosure to foregoing Letter. 

My dear Sir, Shipton, Callan, 17 December 1852 . 

You have, 1 dare say, before this received a copy of the minutes of the proceedings of No. 80,376/52. 
our Callan Board of Guardians on Wednesday last. I wish to call your attention to the 
master’s report, by which you will perceive that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, contrary to the 
330. C 4 orders 
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orders of the Commissioners, officiated in the workhouse as substitute for the Roman 
catholic chaplain, Mr. Walton. The matter was inquired into by the Board and it 
appeared that Mr. Walton (instead of acquainting the master) told the schoolmaster that 
he was going from home, and that in his absence, should a priest he wanting to send Fol 
one. The schoolmaster accordingly wrote a note to the Rev. Mr. O’Keefe, requesting his 
attendance, which note was sent by a pauper named Ivers, who delivered it into Mi* 
O’Keefe’s hands, in his own house, and still Mr. O’Shee was the person sent; now it is 
quite plain that if the Commissioners don’t interfere, and assert their authority and 
support the master of the workhouse, it is in vain for the Guardians to endeavour to 
preserve order in the workhouse; and it strikes me that the Roman-catholic chaplain 
should get a peremptory order not to absent himself again, without leavina an unob 
jectionable substitute. . ° 

The fact is, Mr. Walton and the schoolmaster are endeavouring to carry out the threat 
made against the master not long since, that “he should be out of the house before three 
months,” ler having, as you know, done his duty; and 1 have little doubt that the Com- 
missioners will scarcely succeed in resioring good order without removing the schoolmaster 
who it appears acts solely under the directions of the chaplain, setting the master’s authority 
at defiance, who, although lie has some faulis, is nevertheless a good officer and deserving 
of support. ° 

rp . -D , t- I &c. 

To J. Burke, Esq. (signed) J. S. La»e. 



No. 27 . — 1 The Commissioners to Mr. J. Burke ; dated 4 January 1853 . 

No. 80,316/52. I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
f „V ) J r ? n . Irelaud to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
ol the 20th ultimo, accompanied by a letter which you had received from Mr. 

, . , Eane, an ex-officio guardian of Callan Union, relating to proceedings 
which occurred at the meeting of the Board of Guardians on the 1 5 th ultimo 
respecting the performance of the duties of the Roman-catholic chaplain of the 
workhouse ; and m reference thereto I am to transmit to you, for your infor- 
mation, the accompanying copy of a communication which the. Commissioners 
have addressed to the Rev. Mr. Walton, the Roman-catholic chaplain, on the 




fc’o- 530/53- 



No. 28 . The Rev. John Walton, to the Commissioners; dated 3 January 1853 . 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of' the 31 st ultimo, in refer- 
CnCe uj 6 ■ Rev - Mr. O’Shee, who in my absence attended a pauper inmate 
named Murphy, who entered the workhouse on the 1 0th of December. You call 
my attention to ‘‘the prohibition by the Commissioners of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
tram, attending dying paupers, and you command me not to allow the Rev 
Mr. O Shee on any occasion in future to attend for me.” You cannot be aware 
ot the discipline and laws under which the Roman- catholic clergy live, or you 
would not impose such an unreasonable command on me. Not to speak of 
private urgent : business such as the death of a parent, I am obliged sometimes, 
in obedience to my bishop, to be absent sometimes for a week together from 
Lallan, and were I on those occasions to prohibit the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, who 
u frequently left alone in charge of this parish during those intervals of absence 
om visiting the dying paupers, I would show myself very obedient to your 
command, but very disobedient to the commands of God, and very indifferent 
abo Ut the et er„ a welfare of the unfortunate inmates of \he workhouse Do 

absence^? ‘if T dM >U T <i f‘ PP y «° the B m rd *° hare pIace su PP lied during my 
uries^ oL™. d d ’ 1 ? W ° Uld a PP° mt some suspended or degraded 
priest , and my leasons for thinking so are, — 

'“*• .TSV cl ? aracter S’™ °f them by the master, who knows them for 18 
flTpatholS n y T ™ 0raI ‘S e B °a rd . hating the most cherished practices of 
Ihe Church, before whom he (the master) would not venture to bring 

the case of a pauper boy who gave public scandal in the school-room by eastin? 

Ma ’ 7 ” Y ° U haTC th6Se heforeVon” ^eriCc? 

absem^anuL 0 ^ 01 ^ ^ ° f the medioal attend “* s . wishes to be 
appoint an unouolifi.l & B ° a ’t Rp F° mt a substi ‘ute, and they generally 
1 1 unqualified person who vends medicine in this town, and confide to 

his 
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liis care and skill the lives of the inmates. Now, when an Orange Board act in 
this way in providing relief for the bodies of the dying paupers, it strikes me 
they would be less particular with regard to the qualification of the person who 
would relieve their souls. 

Your prohibition of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee is founded upon a false statement 
of facts, supplied to you by some person. I am not sure whether it was the 
Board or an individual supplied the facts. The cardinal fact is, that the Rev. 
Mr. O’Shee abused the master for reporting the death of the pauper Kelly. 
This is not. the fact. What he reproved the master for, was for telling a lie 
injuriously affecting the character and welfare of most respectable gentlemen. 
If you send down Mr. Burke, I am prepared to prove on oath the accuracy of 
this statement. 

Any Catholic clergyman would feel it his duty to administer severe reproof 
in the circumstances, 

My first impression on opening your letter was, that you had taken steps to 
have some reparation made to me for the slander of the master, who imputed 
to me the horrid crime of suborning a witness to perjure himself. You have 
this slander before you in evidence for the last four weeks. It has found its 
way into the local and Dublin press. There is no time lost in repairing Mr. 
Toomey’s injured honour; my character is left to its fate. 



No. 29. — Minute of the Commissioners; dated 10 January 1853. 

Send copies of the Commissioners’ letter and this letter to the Board of No. 536/53, 
Guardians. 

The Commissioners consider the tone and language of this letter to be so 
extremely improper, that they feel unwilling to retain the services of the Rev. 

Mr. Walton as Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse. 

The Commissioners have not yet addressed the Rev. Mr. Walton to this 
effect ; being desirous, before they do so, to learn whether the guardians can 
give them any information on two of the points adverted to in his letter, as 
the correspondence at present before the Commissioners does not enable the 
Commissioners to understand to what past circumstance Mr. Walton alludes. 

The first of these passages is the statement relating to Dr. Cronyn, in whose 
absence Mr. Walton states the guardians have employed as his substitute an 
unqualified practitioner. 

In the other passage it is stated that the master imputed to Mr. Walton the 
subornation of a witness to perjure himself. 

The Commissioners will feel obliged by the guardians obtaining from the 
master, and recording on their minutes, the master’s explanation of his conduct 
in this respect. 



No. 30. — The Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 11 January 1853. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Callan Union, on the 1 5th ultimo, in which it is stated that the Rev. Mr. Wal- 
ton, the Roman- catholic chaplain of the workhouse, was absent from home on 
the’ occasion of his being sent for on the 10th ultimo, to attend a pauper 
inmate named Murphy, and that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee attended for him at the 
workhouse ; I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you herewith a copy of a com- 
munication, dated the 31st ultimo, which they addressed to the Rev. Mr. Wal- 
ton on the subject, together with a copy of his reply ; and I am to state that 
the Commissioners consider the tone and language of the Rev. Mr. Walton’s 
letter to be extremely improper, and that they feel unwilling to retain the 
services of that clergyman as Homan-catholic chaplain of the workhouse. The 
Commissioners have not yet addressed the Rev. Mr. Walton to this effect, 
being desirous, before they do so, to learn whether the guardians can give them 
any Information on two of the points adverted to in his letter, as the corre- 
spondence at present before the Commissioners does not enable them to under- 
stand to what past circumstance Mr. Walton alludes. 

330. D Tlie 
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The first of these passages is the statement relating to Dr. Cronyn, in. whose 
absence Mr. Walton states the guardians have employed as his substitute an 
unqualified practitioner. 

In the other passage it is stated, that the master imputed to Mr. Walton the 
subornation of a witness to perjure himself. 

The Commissioners will feel obliged by the guardians obtaining from the 
master, and recording on their minutes, the master’s explanation of his conduct 
in this respect. 



No. 31. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes; dated 12 January 1853. 

No. 3,251/53. Read letter No. 536, dated 11 th January 1853, from the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, relating to certain correspondence between them and the Roman- 
catholic chaplain to the workhouse, the Rev. Mr. Walton — (see document.) 
The following order was made as regards the attendance of a medical at- 
tendant, who was stated not competent to discharge the duties, &c. : 

Ordered , — The present medical attendant of the Callan Dispensary district 
is the person alluded to by the Rev. Mr. Walton, and was appointed to attend 
the workhouse by the unanimous wish of the Guardians and sanction of the 
Commissioners, at the time Dr. George Cronyn was labouring under fracture of 
the leg, during which time he discharged his duty without complaint from any 
quarter. 



No. 32. — Further Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 January 1853. 

No. 3 , 251 / 53 . To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

The master begs to explain, relative to a charge preferred by the Rev. Mr. 
Walton, against him, in his letter to the Poor Law Commissioners ; viz. : 

On the occasion of the inquest held on Thomas Kelly, in the workhouse, on 
the 28th August last, it was reported, and came to my knowledge, that the 
schoolmaster said, that I told him that it was to please the ex-officio guardians that 
I reported the death of Kelly. In consequence of such a report I had the 
schoolmaster examined on the inquest, and asked him on his oath, if he heard 
me say that it was to please the ex-officio guardians of the union that I reported 
the death of Kelly ; the schoolmaster he answered, “ never when Father 
Walton took him by the arm, and asked him, did I not say that it was to please 
the Board of Guardians that I reported the death, when the schoolmaster again 
answered that he never heard me say any such thing. Shortly after the school- 
master had given his evidence, I was walking with him in the garden, when 
I told the schoolmaster that I regretted that Father Walton should have asked 
him such a question. Out of this conversation with the schoolmaster, Father 
Walton supposes that I meant to say that he wanted the schoolmaster to perjure 
himself. 

(signed) Robert Toomey , Master. 

Ordered, To be inserted on the minutes. 



No. 33. — Minute of the Commissioners; dated 19 January 1853. 

N«. 3 > 25 i/ 53 > Prepare letter to the Roman-catholic chaplain, as follows : 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have received your letter of the 3d January, written in reply to their 
letter of the 31st December, in which the Commissioners required you not to 
delegate the performance of the Roman-catholic chaplain’s duties to the Rev. 
Mr. O’Shee. 

You state that this prohibition of the Rev. Mr. O'Shee was founded “on a 
false statement of facts supplied to the Commissioners by some person, and 
that you were not sure whether it was the Board of Guardians, or an individual 
who supplied the facts.” 

The 
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The Commissioners are much surprised to receive from you a statement so 
inconsistent with the known facts of this case. You were present at the ex- 
amination of the master, on the inquiry made into the circumstances attending- 
the death of Thomas Kelly, a pauper, who died in Callan Workhouse, without 
medical attendance, and without a visit from the chaplain, although both those 
officers had been summoned by the master; the master’s report to the guar- 
dians to that effect having caused an inquiry to take place into your own con- 
duct and that of the medical officer. The master, on that occasion, swore in 
your presence, that he had been, in consequence of making that report, 
threatened and insulted by a Roman -catholic clergyman who accompanied you 
to the workhouse ; he was threatened with being put out of his office in three, 
months ; and he was insulted by his being called by the same clergyman, in 
your presence, a scoundrel and a rascal. 

The proper time for you to deny the truth of this statement was the time 
when it was made, on oath, in your presence, by the master ; but you took no 
such step, either then or afterwards, when called on by the Commissioners to 
explain your conduct. Your explanation, given in reply to the Commissioners, 
was to the effect that you accompanied the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, because both were 
jointly summoned to attend and give evidence ; as if the occasion of the inquiry 
into Kelly’s case had been that to which the Commissioners alluded, instead of 
a previous and wholly different occasion referred to in the evidence of the 
master. You further explained that, “ as the master swore at the inquiry, that 
in his opinion the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, from the impression that was abroad con- 
cerning this business, was justified in using the language referred to you, con- 
ceived it was no part of your duty to remonstrate with Mr. O’Shee.” There is, 
however, no part of the master’s evidence which in the least bears out this 
part of your explanation; and the inspector who conducted the inquiry informs 
the Commissioners that the master made no such statement. 

You now deny the truth of the master’s representation regarding the 
language used towards him by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, and demand an inquiry 
into the facts ; but the Commissioners are unable, after the correspondence 
already had with you thereon, to give that weight to your denial which might 
have been given to it, had it been made at an earlier period ; and seeing no 
reason to doubt that the master was threatened and insulted in your px-esence 
by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, they are not prepared now to institute further inquiry 
on the subject. 

The letter which you have addressed to the Commissioners regarding the 
Rev. Mr. O’Shee’s attendance at the workhouse, to discharge there the duties 
of Roman-catholic chaplain in your absence, has made it unnecessary for the 
Commissioners to consider further the propriety of their permitting the Rev. 
Mr. O’Shee’s continuing so to attend for your convenience in future. You have 
written that letter in such terms of deliberate and studied insult towards the 
Board of Guardians, as make it impossible for the Commissioners to allow you 
to remain in the possession of an office, the duties of which are performed 
under the immediate superintendence of the guardians. 

The Commissioners call upon you, therefore, to resign the office of Roman- 
catholic chaplain of Callan Union. 

2. Copy to the guardians. 



No. 34. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 
20 January 1853. 



The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have received your communication of the 3d instant, written in reply 
to their letter of the 31st ultimo, in which the Commissioners required you 
not to delegate the performance of your duties as Roman-catholic chaplain of 
the workhouse of Callan Union to the Rev. Mr. O’Shee. You state that this 
prohibition of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was founded “ on a false statement of facts 
supplied to the Commissioners by some pei-son ; and that you could not be sure 
whether it was the Board of Guardians or an individual who supplied the 
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The Commissioners are much surprised to receive from you a statement so 
inconsistent with the known facts of this case. You were present at the exa- 
mination of the master of the workhouse, on the inquiry made into the cir- 
cumstances attending the death of Thomas Kelly, a pauper, who died in Callan 
Workhouse without medical attendance, and without a visit from the chaplain 
although both those officers had been summoned by the master ; the master’s* 
report to the guardians to that effect having caused an inquiry to take place 
into your own conduct, and that of the medical officer. 

The master on that occasion swore, in your presence, that lie had been in 
consequence of making that report, threatened and insulted by a Roman- 
catholic clergyman who accompanied you to the workhouse ; he was threatened 
with being put out of his office in three months ; and he was insulted by bein°- 
called by the same clergyman, in your presence, a scoundrel and a rascal. ° 
The proper time for you to deny the truth of this statement was the lime 
when it was made on oath, in your presence, by the master; but you took no 
such step either then or afterwards, when called on by the Commissioners to 
explain your conduct. Your explanation given in reply to the Commissioners 
was to the effect that you accompanied the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, because both 
were jointly summoned to attend and give evidence ; as if the occasion of the 
inquiry into Kelly’s case had been that to which the Commissioners alluded 
instead of a previous and wholly different occasion referred to in the evidence 
of the master. . You further explained that, “ as the master swore at the in- 
quiry that, in his opinion, the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, from the impression that was 
abroad concerning this business, was justified in using the language referred 
to, you conceived it was no part of your duty to remonstrate with Mr. O’Shee.” 
There is, however, nothing in the master’s evidence which in the least bears out 
this part of your explanation, and the inspector who conducted the inquiry 
informs the Commissioners that the master made no such statement. 

You now deny the truth of the master’s representation regarding the 
language used towards him by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, and demand an inquiry 
into the facts ; but the Commissioners are unable, after the correspondence 
already had with you thereon, to give that weight to your denial which might 
have been given to it had it been made at an earlier period ; and seeing no 
reason to doubt that the master was threatened and insulted in your presence 
by the Rev. Mr. O'Shee, they are not prepared now to institute further inquiry 
on the subject. 

The letterwhicli you have addressed to the Commissioners regarding the 
Rev. Mr. O’Shee’s attendance at the workhouse to discharge there the duties 
of Roman-catholic chaplain in your absence, has made it unnecessary for the 
Commissioners to consider further the propriety of their permitting the 
Rev. Mr. O’Shees continuing so to attend for your convenience in future. 

You have written that letter in such terms of deliberate and studied insult 
towards the Board of Guardians as make it impossible for the Commissioners 
to allow you to remain in the possession of an office, the duties of which are 
performed under the immediate superintendence of the guardians. 

The Commissioners call upon you therefore to resign the office of Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse of Callan Union. 



No. 35. --The Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; dated 
21 January. 



No - 3,25i/53- 



1 am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Board 
of Guardians of Callan Union, a copy of a communication which the Commis- 
sioners have addressed to the Rev. John Walton, calling on him to resign the 
office of Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse of that union. 
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No. 36. — Mr. George H. Lowe to the Commissioners ; dated 
13 January 1853. 

I take the liberty of writing to you upon matters that happened yes- 
terday at a meeting of the guardians here. Had I been present I would have 
taken such steps as to have what I now write conveyed to you, and I deem it 
only right to state wliat my recollection is of statements heretofore made on 
which you want information, and to which, when they were made, I paid par- 
ticular attention, and one of which is fixed on my mind as conveying an 
insinuation personal to myself (which coming from the master, Toomey, I 
treated with contempt), and the exact words of which I can give from memory, 
and from notes taken at the time. 

I commence with the master’s explanation in reference to what passed at the 
inquiry in Kelly's case, and beg to say most positively that the Rev. Mr. 
Walton did not on that occasion take the schoolmaster by the arm. I have 
conversed with others who were also present, and who are equally positive such 
an occurrence did not take place ; if it did, I take it, it was of so remarkable a 
character that it would be noticed by the coroner who was present, and men- 
tioned in his notes, which your inspector holds. 

I now come to the other portion of the “ explanation ” of the master, placing 
it in contrast with the sworn testimony of Mr. Mullaly, a man of unimpeachable 
moral character. 



Master’s “Expianation.” Mr. Mullaly’s Evidence. 



Shortly after the schoolmaster had 
given his evidence 1 was walking with 
him, when I told the schoolmaster 
that I regretted Father Walton should 
have asked him such a question. Out 
of this conversation with the school- 
master, Father Walton supposes that 
1 meant to say that he wanted the 
schoolmaster to perjure himself. 



(Master said) 

Nothing grieved him so much as to 
see Father Walton striving to make 
him (Mullaly) perjure himself, and 
mentioned Mr. Lowe’s name in con- 
nexion with Father Walton. 



Looking on these two extremely different versions, I must say that everything 
leads me to feel convinced of the truth of Mr. Mullaly’s; it is upon the oath of 
a faithworthy man, given shortly after the occurrence, against the explanation 
of an accused official ; it bears too strong and striking a resemblance to the 
expressive language indulged in by the master (for which, on a late occasion, 
you requested the guardians to dismiss him), to leave a doubt even on the 
minds of the most sceptical. > ... . 

I am not surprised that such a charge must be peculiarly hurtful to the 
feelings of a clergyman, and I think great and large allowances ought to be 
made for the use of strong language in repelling it, and indignantly appealing 
to you for an inquiry ; and I am quite positive that the Rev. Mr. Walton was 
only actuated by a desire to have a full and searching scrutiny to enable him 
to show its malignity and baseness. 



No. 37. — The Commissioners to Mr. Lowe; dated 22 January 1853. 



I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 13th instant, relating to the conduct of the master of the workhouse of 
Callati Union, and the Rev. Mr. Walton, Roman-catholic chaplain of the 
workhouse; and I am to inform you that the Commissioners have addressed 
the Rev. Mr. Walton and the Board of Guardians respectively on the 
subject. 



d 3 



No. 38. 



No. 3,230/53. 



No. 3*230/53. 
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No. 38. — The Rev. John Mullins, p. p., Callan, to the Commissioners ; 
dated 22 January. 

I have seen to-day the correspondence which has taken place between you 
and the Rev. Mr. Walton, the chaplain of the poor-house here, and am very 
sorry that any misunderstanding should exist. As long as I was the chaplain 
the best feeling existed, and had to resign only when the duties became too 
heavy during the pressure of the famine. 

I knew nothing of the cause of this unhappy correspondence, as I was stavin 0 ' 
at Kingstown when it occurred ; but from reading it now I wonder how you were 
led into the mistake that Father Walton had, in Rev. Mr. O’Shee, a curate 
whom he could reprimand. Father O’Shee is rather liis superior. I have 
inquired to-day of Dr. Ryan and Mr. Lowe, two most respectable men in this 
town, and guardians, and they recollect, and are ready to verify it on oath 
that Mr. Toomey swore in evidence before Mr. Burke, that from the impres- 
sion that was abroad. Rev. Mr. O’Shee was justified in the language referred 
to.” Mr. Walton may have used language in his last letter which I am sure 
he would not, but he was smarting under the imputation that he had suborned 
a man to perjure himself. He saw no move made to have reparation made, 
which I admit was not your fault, as the Board of Guardians had taken no 
step in the matter ; still you will admit it was a very ugly charge made against 
a clergyman, and writing under these circumstances, every allowance must be 
made for his irritated and wounded feelings. 

There could be no better officer, the duties of chaplain were discharged most 
efficiently by him, and I know of no greater loss that could befall the workhouse 
than Mr. Walton’s severance from the duties of chaplain. In these circum- 
stances I request most respectfully that you will re-consider the case of Rev. 
Mr. Walton. 



No. 39. — The Commissioners to the Rev. Mr. Mullins ; dated 25 January. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 22d instant, relating to the correspondence which has taken place between 
them and the Rev. John Walton, respecting his conduct as Roman -catholic 
chaplain of the workhouse of Callan Union, and that of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, 
in reference to the facts adverted to in the Commissioners’ letter to the Rev. 
Mr. Walton, of the 20th instant ; and I am to express the Commissioners’ thanks 
for the expression of your views on the subject, to which the Commissioners 
have given their best attention and consideration ; but they have felt it not to 
be in their power to alter the view' which they have taken of the Roman-catholic 
chaplain’s conduct, and have therefore again called on him to resign the 
chaplaincy. 



No. 40. — The Rev. John Walton to the Commissioners ; dated 22 January. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 20th instant, in which 
you call my attention to previous correspondence touching a matter relative to 
myself and the Rev. Mr. O’Shee. I do not deny, nor have 1 ever denied, the 
“ truth of the master’s representation of the language used towards him by the 
Rev. Mr. O’Shee.” What I denied was, “that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee abused the 
master for reporting the death of Kelly.” A full statement of the facts will 
best explain why Mr. O’Shee used the language complained of towards the 
master. The facts are as follows, which Mr. O’Shee as well as mvself are ready 
to verify. ' 1 

An inquest has been held by Mr. Izod, the coroner, inquiring into the cir- 
cumstances connected with the death of the pauper Kelly. I was in the 
country with Mr. O’Shee when I received a summons on the part of Dr. Keating 
to attend that inquest ; we hurried to town, and on arriving at the workhouse 
where the inquest had been holding, we learned from the master, whom we 
met inside the outer gate, that it was adjourned till next day. Father O’Shee, 

who 
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who is an old curate in this town, entirely independent of me, and for whose 
demeanour I cannot think myself answerable, asked Mr. Toomey what was the 
cause of the inquest ; he. said, it arose out of a report which he made on the 
death of Kelly. Father O’Shee asked what was the nature of the report; the 
master replied, “ If you come in you can see it.” Father O'Shee then said, “ Can’t 
you tell it from memory?’’ Upon which the master stated the report substantially 
as it appears on his book : “ that a dumb man, named Kelly, was admitted into 
the workhouse on this day . labouring under some affection of the throat ; about 
h alf-past eight o’clock on the same night dangerous symptons set. in, when the 
Roman-catholic chaplain and medical officer were sent for; they not having 
arrived at the workhouse up to 11 o’clock, and a report coming from the infir- 
mary that the patient was better, the officers of the house retired to bed ; Kelly 
died shortly after ” Father O’Shee then asked the. master, “ Did not the medical 
officer attend, and was he not told by the porter at the gate that his services 
were not required, as Kelly was better, and that, he might tell the chaplain that 
he was not required. either ?” The master said he heard so ; then Father O’Shee 
asked why he did not state this in his report, as if he did there, would be no 
imputation against the doctor or the chaplain ; the master replied, that the 
man Kelly was long dead when the doctor arrived ; Ci that he was stone cold.” 
It was then Father O’Shee, detecting the falsehood, knowing the man was not 
dead, but better, when the. doctor called, feeling that the master stated a wilful 
falsehood to cover his suppression of the important fact of the doctor’s attend- 
ance, and of the message sent by the. porter to me that my attendance was 
unnecessary, accused the master of having made a report in which truth was 
suppressed, that culpability might be inferred by the guardians. It. was then 
he used the hard terms, and made the threat of which the. master complained, 
and which coming from so respectable a quarter, under the circunstances I did 
not feel called on to interfere ; on the contrary, I thought it very extraordinary 
that I should be called on afterwards to make an apology to the master for 
language used by a gentleman over whom I coidd not pretend to have any 
control ; a gentleman many years my senior, who felt naturally indignant at the 
lying defence of a “ report ” which, by an artful admixture of the suppress io ve/ i, 
and suggcstio falsi, was calculated to compromise the character of the doctor 
and chaplain. 

The master himself was so convinced of the unfair tendency of the report in 
question, that in his examination before the coroner he found it necessary to 
hand in, as part of his evidence, a written document in which he solemnly 
protested that he was not actuated by malice against me or the doctor in mak- 
ing that report ; and he admitted it would have been better if he had stated the 
entire facts, and expressed his regret for not having done so. You will have per- 
ceived, then, the falsehood of the allegation that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee-reproved the 
master for having reported Kelly’s death to the Board ; whereas that reproof as 
founded on the suppression of material facts in the report, and the false apology 
set up for that suppression ; and this is what I wished to convey when I wrote 
that “ your prohibition of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was founded upon a false 
statement of facts supplied to you by some person,” as had you been aware of 
the true facts of the case I felt assured you would not have issued that pro- 
hibition. , , . 

You tell me, however, that “ the proper time for me to deny the truth ot this 
statement was the time when it was used in my presence by the master,” on the 
occasion of the inquiry held before Mr. Burke. I did not conceive that I was 
bound then to question the truth of the master’s statement, as it had reference 
to the conduct of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, and not to mine ; for which conduct I 
must again protest against being held responsible, especially as the master, 
in his evidence before Mr. Burke, stated that he believed, from the report 
through the town, the Rev. Mr. O’Shee had cause for the language he applied 
to him. And I submit the proper time to deny that statement was when it 
affected myself, by your issuing a prohibition, grounded thereon, against availing 
myself, during periods of necessary absence, of the ministiy of bather O Siiee. 

The following passage of your letter 1 can scarcely comprehend : “ T our ex- 
planation given in reply to the commissioners, that you accompanied the hev. 
'Mr. O’Shee because both were jointly summoned to attend and give evidence, 
as if the occasion of the inquiry into Kelly’s case had been that to which the 
commissioners alluded, instead of a previous and wholly different occasion 

... D 4 referred 
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referred to in the evidence of the master.” There were two inquiries into 
Kelly’s case, one before the coroner, the other before your inspector, Mr. 
Burke. I take it. that your allusion was to the occasion of the inquiry before 
the coroner, and that was the only occasion on which Mr. O’Shee and myself 
were present together in the workhouse grounds, and the one on which Mr. 
O’Shee, in my presence, used the language so often referred to ; and our being 
together arose, as I stated, from the accident of our having received a joint 
summons to attend and give evidence. 

I again most respectfully assert, that the “ master swore at the inquiry, that 
in his opinion the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, from the impression that was abroad con- 
cerning this business, was justified in using the language referred to and 
though, as you state, it does not appear in the master’s evidence, and though 
the inspector informs you the master made no such statement, I have a perfect 
recollection of it, and Mr. Lowe, a guardian, who took notes on the occasion, 
has a note of it, which he is prepared to verify. 

You complain that my letter of the 3d instant has been written in such 
terms of deliberate and studied insult to the Board of Guardians, as to make it 
impossible for the commissioners to allow me to remain in the possession of 
an office, the duties of which are performed under the immediate superin- 
tendence of the guardians, in reply, I beg to submit that as that letter was 
written to the commissioners alone, and was never meant to meet the eye of the 
guardians, I could not have intended, as I did not intend, to insult these gentle- 
men. If I used, in my own justification, and in justification of the conduct I have 
pursued, or may hereafter have to pursue, strong language in describing what 
possibly might, in a certain emergency, be the conduct of the Board of Guardians, 
I borrowed, to place it in a stronger light before you, and with inverted commas, 
to show that it was not mine, the language applied by the master to the gentle- 
men of this Board. To the man who so described the Board, and who accused 
me of attempting subornation of perjury, you have required me to apologise 
for the act of another, and you persist in refusing me an opportunity of fully 
entering into all the facts of the case in dispute. But I cannot believe the 
full and fair investigation which I call for will be denied ; respectfully re- 
questing you to re- consider the case. 



No. 41.— -Minute of the Commissioners on the foregoing Letter ; 
dated 25 January. 

I. Write as follows. 

II. Send Copy of Correspondence to the Guardians. 



No. 42. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 25 January. 

No. 5.463/53- The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have received your letter of the 22d instant, explaining your conduct 
and that of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee in reference to the facts adverted to in the 
Commissi oners’ letter to yourself of the 20th instant, and requesting the Com- 
missioners to re-consider the case, and stating your desire for a full and fair 
investigation. 

With regard to the conduct of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee in threatening and in- 
sulting the master of Callan Workhouse, it is fully admitted by you that the 
language imputed to Mr. O’Shee was used by him towards the master in refer- 
ence to his discharge of the duties of his office ; and whatever ground Mr. O'Shee 
and yourself may have considered to exist for censure of the master’s conduct, 
the Commissioners could not permit an officer having the chief authority in the 
workhouse to be exposed to intimidation and insult from any other person 
performing official duties therein. That the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, in your presence, 
threatened the master with the loss of his office in three months, and called him 
a rascal and a scoundrel, is beyond any doubt, arid the Commissioners see no 
reason, therefore, for instituting any inquiry whether it may be proper for Mr. 
O Shee to perform the functions of Roman-catholic chaplain in the workhouse, 

inasmuch 
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inasmuch as regret has not been expressed either by Mr. O’Shee or yourself for 
the use of such language, but, on the contrary, its propriety and applicability is 
still maintained by you on Mr. O’Shee’s behalf. 

With regard to the immediate cause of your resignation of the chaplaincy 
being required, the Commissioners have re-considered the terms of your im- 
proper letter to the Commissioners of the 3d instant in reference to your 
explanation thereof, but they find no necessity either for making any inquiry 
on the subject, nor any ground for altering the view which they had taken 
regarding the contents of that letter. Your only vindication is, that you ad- 
dressed the letter to the Commissioners, not expecting that the guardians would 
become acquainted with its contents. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners feel obliged again to require 
your resignation of the office of Roman- catholic chaplain of Callan Union 
Workhouse, on the ground that they cannot permit you to continue in an office 
the duties of which are under the supervision of a public body whose character 
you have assailed in language of studied and deliberate insult. 



No. 43. — The Commissioners to the Guardians; dated 25 January'. 



I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to transmit to you, to be laid before the Board of 
Guardians of Callan Union the accompanying copies of further correspond- 
ence which has taken place between the Commissioners and the Rev. John 
Walton, regarding his resignation of the office of Roman-catholic chaplain of 
the workhouse ; and also a copy of a letter which the Commissioners have 
received from the Rev. John Mullins, p.p., on the subject, together with a copy 
of the Commissioner’s reply. 



No. 5,463/53- 



No. 44 . — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 26 January 1853. 

Mr. George H. Lowe moved, seconded by Mr. Michael Mullaly', That the No. 6 , 461 / 53 . 
guardians are of opinion that the Commissioners are mistaken when they 
assert that the Rev. Mr. Walton at any time denied the truth of the state- 
ment made by the master as to the language made use of towards him, the 
chaplain never having done so ; and the guardians are ,of opinion that there 
has been great misconception on the part of the Commissioners from the 
commencement. At onetime they state the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was Mr. Walton’s 
curate ; whereas such is not the fact ; and the guardians think it is perfectly 
monstrous that any one person should be held responsible for the sayings of 
another. Moreover, the language complained of in this instance being used at 
a chance meeting with the master, the interview not lasting more than a few 
minutes. 

The Commissioners seem not to have read or paid any attention to the facts, 
when they state it was alleged that it was not on the inquiry into the case of 
Kelly’s death the language complained of w r as made use of. In reference to 
the next paragraph in the letter, in which the Commissioners state, that the 
Rev. Mr. Walton had asserted what was not a fact with regard to the master’s 
evidence in Kelly’s case ; the guardians this day having called upon the 
master, who in presence of the full board stated he did use the words in his 
evidence, “ That the person was justified in making use of the language he 
did so that the guardians must say that some reparation is due to the Rev. 

Mr. Walton from the Commissioners, for stating they were unable to give any 
weight to his assertions, which assertions are borne out by the master’s own 
admission to-day, and by the notes taken by guardians on the inquiry re- 
ferred to. 

The guardians here express their opinion that an explanation ought to be 
given why this material fact was omitted in the notes of the officer, the guar- 
dians having no doubt such evidence was given, and the omission of which we 
feel has led to conclusions drawn by the Commissioners very different from 
those they would draw if the matter was fairly reported. The guardians are 

oqo. E astonished 
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astonished the Commissioners have taken no steps whatever to have atone- 
ment made by the master to the Re.v. Mr. Walton, for stating £f he was striving 
to get a witness to perjure himself.” The guardians are also of opinion that 
it was incumbent on the Rev. Mr. Walton to give expression fully to his 
opinion on the vital and important matter of having his place supplied, even 
for an hour, by the authority of the Board. 

The guardians are of opinion the letter of the Rev. Mr. Walton meant no 
insults to them, that letter evidently being meant for the Commissioners alone, 
and that an allegation that such was its intention as a shifting of the matter, 
that reverend gentleman being, as we think, actuated only by a desire to have 
his own character vindicated ; and we are of opinion that if the. Commissioners 
persist in the determination expressed in their letter of 25th instant, and 
deprive the Board for no sufficient reason of a most pious, exemplary and inde- 
fatigable officer, they will do an act of deliberate injustice, and destroy that 
confidence which as a fair tribunal they ought to endeavour to inspire. 

To which an amendment was put by Mr. Howard, and seconded by Mr. 
Edward Hunt, that as there are a great number of the guardians absent from 
this meeting, who are equally concerned in the imputation made by the Rev. 
Mr. Walton towards the Board, that the consideration of this subject be post- 
poned until this day week. 

The amendment was put from the chair, when there appeared for it, 3 ; 
against it, 11: majority, 8. The original motion was then put from the chair, 
when there appeared for it, 11; against it, 3 : majority, 8. Whereupon the 
chairman declared the amendment lost, and the original motion carried. 



No. 45. — Observations of Mr. J. Burke, Poor-Law Inspector; dated 2d 
February 1853, in reference to the Guardians’ Resolution of 26 January. 

No. (>,461/53. The correspondence relating to this matter having been read, the master, on 
the suggestion of Mr. Lowe, a guardian, was called before the Board, and Mr. 
Lowe, who is a professional gentleman, and who took an active part at r.he 
inquiry in cross-examining the witnesses, read from notes of evidence stated 
to have been taken by him, and asked the master, if he, the master, stated on 
the inquiry that the person was justified in making use of the language he did ? 
The master replied that he did state so ; but added that he wished to explain, 
winch he did to this effect, that the person was under the impression that he, 
the master, made the report to please the ex-officio guardians. Mr. Lowe and 
Dr. Ryan said that they were ready to prove that the words were made use of 
by the master ; the only portion of the master’s evidence which bears on such 
a statement, is at page 19 of the minutes of evidence. 

The depositions of the master, before being signed by him, were read aloud 
to him by me, and in presence of Mr. Lowe, the Rev. Mr. Walton, and others 
attending the inquiry; and had my attention been called to an omission in the 
evidence, and of which omission I have no recollection, I would at on ce, and 
before the depositions were signed by the master, have corrected them. The 
passage said to be omitted is not so material to the question at issue as it is 
sought to be made. 



No. 46. — The Rev. John Walton to the Commissioners ; 
dated 1 February 1853. 

No. 8,074/53. I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 25th ultimo, in reply to 
mine of the 22d, and respectfully to call your attention to the order made 
thereon by the Board of Guardians on last Wednesday. It appears upon a 
careful review of the whole correspondence between us, that the Commis- 
sioners were under a misconception as to the material facts of the case. They 
suppose that Father O’Shee was my curate, and that therefore I was in some 
degree answerable for his sharp rebuke of the master ; whereas he was not. 
They further supposed that the master gave no provocation for the language 
used towards him by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee ; whereas the master himself 

admitted 
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admitted that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was justified in using that language ; and 
this misconception must have arisen from the suppression of evidence given 
before Mr. Burke by the master. Again, the Commissioners supposed that 
the language referred to was used, not on the occasion of the inquiry into the 
cause of Kelly’s death, hut 011 a totally different occasion ; whereas that was the 
occasion upon which it was employed. The Commissioners wore further 
under the impression that I denied the statement of the master as to the nature 
of the language used towards him ; whereas my denial had reference to the 
cause of that language. I said it was not for making the report that the 
master was censured, but for having made a deceitful report, and for having 
justified that report by a known falsehood. The Commissioners also must not 
be aware (perhaps it was not in the notes of their inspector) that the master 
had accused me of endeavouring to suborn a witness to perjury, or surely, 
having called upon me to apologise to the master for the act of another wholly 
independent of me. they would have called upon the master to make some 
reparation to me for so grave and unfounded an imputation. To remove, then, 
all misconception, and to set matters, as I desire they should be, right between 
the Commissioners and myself, 1 again request them to institute a thorough 
inquiry into all the facts ; and as the accuracy of Mr. Burke’s reports is now 
questioned, the inaccuracy of which has in a great measure given rise to the 
misunderstanding between us, I hope the Commissioners will send down a dis- 
interested party who will command the confidence of all. 



No. 4 /. — Minute of the Commissioners ; dated 7 February 1853. 

1. See draft letter to the guardians. N 0i 6,461/53. 

2. Send copy of it to Mr. Burke for his information. 

Request him to embody any explanation he may wish to make as to the 
alleged omission of the master’s words from the minutes of evidence in a 
special Report to the Commissioners. 



No. 48. — The Commissioners to the Guardians; dated 7 February 1853. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in No. 6,461 and 

Ireland have had under their consideration the Resolution passed by the 7>9°3/53- 
Guardians of Callan Union, at their meeting of the 26th January last, in refer- 
ence to the correspondence which has taken place between the Commissioners 
and the Roman- catholic chaplain of the union. 

In this resolution the guardians support the Roman-catholic chaplain in his 
justification of the language used by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to the master of the 
workhouse, and declare their opinion that the Roman-catholic chaplain’s letter 
to the Commissioners, of the 3d January, meant no insult to the guardians, but 
was meant for the Commissioners. 

The language used by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to the master of the workhouse, 
in the Roman-catholic chaplain’s presence, is not denied ; nor is it denied that 
such language was used in reference to an act of duty performed by the master 
in reporting the circumstances of Thomas Kelly’s death, who died in the work- 
house, unattended either by the medical officer or the Roman-catholic chaplain. 

It is therefore admitted that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee called the master a scoundrel 
and a rascal, in reference to that transaction, and threatened him with being 
put out of his office iu three months. 

The first ground of excuse put forward by the Roman-catholic chaplain, and 
adopted by the guardians, is, that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was not the Roman- 
catholic chaplain’s curate, as erroneously supposed by the Commissioners, and 
the Roman- catholic chaplain was therefore not responsible for the language 
used in his presence by Mr. O’Shee to the master. The course, however, taken 
by the Commissioner's, after vainly endeavouring to obtain some expressions of 
regret for the use of such language, was to direct that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
should not be allowed to perform, as he had been accustomed to do, the 
chaplain’s duties in his absence ; and this course seems to the Commissioners 
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to have been equally applicable to Mr. O’Shee, whether attending as curate of 
the Roman- catholic chaplain, or in any other clerical capacity ; as it is a matter 
of the utmost importance that the chief officer of the workhouse should not be 
exposed to insult or intimidation from any person acting there in the discharge 
of official duty. 

The next ground of justification which the guardians adopt on behalf of the 
Roman-catholic chaplain, is that the master admitted, in his evidence on Kelly’s 
case, that he thought Mr. O’Shee was justified in the expressions which he 
used to Himself on the occasion referred to ; and it is stated that the master 
has declared, in presence of the full Board, that he did make that admission, on 
his examination before the inspector, Mr. Burke, although nothing to that effect 
appears in the evidence reported by Mr. Burke to the Commissioners. If the 
fact be as now stated, it serves much to confirm the Commissioners in the 
opinion which they recently expressed to the guardians, of the master’s unfit- 
ness to retain his office ; but it does not materially affect the question of the 
propriety of permitting the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to perform the duties of the 
Roman-catholic chaplain in the workhouse. 

If the conduct of the master deserved reprobation, complaint should have 
been made in the proper quarter, and the necessary reproof should have been 
administered to the master by those who had authority over him ; and whatever 
his conduct may have been, it can form no justification for his being assailed 
with unbecoming language by any person entrusted with the discharge of 
official duty in the workhouse. 

In passing from the. conduct of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to that of the Rev. Mr. 
Walton, the Roman- catholic chaplain, the Commissioners feel it right to remind 
the guardians that the Commissioners have called on Mr. Walton to resign his 
office, expressly on account of the terms of studied and deliberate insult used by 
him towards the Board of Guardians, in a letter which he thought fit to address 
to the. Commissioners; and that this part of the case is independent of the question 
of the Rev. Mr. O'Shee’s being permitted to perforin the chaplain’s duty in the 
workhouse. The guardians, when they passed their Resolution of the 26th 
ultimo, had before them a verbatim copy of Mr. Walton’s letter, which was 
transmitted to the guardians, because the Commissioners feel it impossible to 
permit themselves to be addressed by paid officers of unions in language dis- 
respectful to tlie Boards of Guardians by whom they are superintended in the 
discharge of their duties ; and they certainly did expect, when they laid that 
letter before the guardians, that the Board, from a feeling of self-respect, and a 
desire to maintain their due authority and legitimate control over the important 
public interests entrusted to their management, would be disposed to concur 
with the Commissioners in their condemnation of the language used by the 
Rev. Mr. Walton, in that letter. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners think it right to inform the guardians that 
they have not received from the Rev. Mr. Walton his resignation of the office of 
chaplain, nor any expression of regret regarding the contents of the letter in 
question ; and the Commissioners have still under consideration the course 
which, under these circumstances, they may feel it their duty to take, regarding 
the continuance in office of the Rev. Mr. YValton. 



No. 49. — The Commissioners to Mr. J. Burke ; dated 8 February 1853. 



Wo. 6,461/53. 




I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you, for your information, the accompanying 
copy of a letter which they have addressed to the Board of Guardians of Call an 
Union, in reply to the resolution passedby them at their meeting on the 26th 
ultimo, regarding the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Walton, the Roman-catholic 
chaplain of the workhouse ; and I am to request that you will be good enough 
to embody any explanation you may wish to make as to the alleged omission of 
the master’s words from the minutes of evidence in a Special Report of the 
Commissioners. 
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No. 50. — The Earl of Desart to the Commissioners ; dated 2 February. 

With reference to a correspondence which, I regret to find, has taken place 
between the Poor-law Commissioners and the Rev. Mr. Walton ; also a resolu- 
tion passed by the Callan Board of Guardians at their last meeting ; I wish to 
state for your information that the resolution in question was passed most 
unexpectedly, and without notice, at a small meeting, composed almost exclu- 
sively of a certain party who form a considerable minority of the members of 
the Board. 

To-day the enclosed resolution was handed to me, as chairman, and would 
have been carried by a large majority, but at my suggestion it was postponed, 
as I felt it would be preferable to leave the matter in the hands of the Poor- 
law Commissioners. 

It certainly does appear to me that, after the correspondence with Mr. Walton, 
and after the resolution of his partisans, there can be but one course open to 
them on the subject. 

P.S . — Perhaps I may be permitted to add that my object in suggesting the 
postponement of the resolution was solely my desire to avoid the irritation 
which its discussion might have occasioned. 



No. 51. — Enclosure referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Proposed by Mr. L. A T . Izod ; seconded by Mr. James S. Lane. 

■Resolved, That we fully concur in the decision of the Commissioners, that the Rev. John 
Walton, Roman-catholic chaplain, be called on to resign. 



No. 52. Minute of the Commissioners on the foregoing Letter ; dated 

7 February. 

1 . See No. 7,903, and direction thereon. 

2. Send a copy to Lord Desart, with the following Letter. 



No. 53. — The Commissioners to the Earl of Desart. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter of the 2d 
instant, addressed to the Chief Commissioner, on the subject of the recent cor- 
respondence of the Commissioners with the Rev. Mr. Walton, Roman-catholic 
chaplain of the Callan Union. . . . .. , , .. 

In reply I am desired by the Commissioners to express their thanks tor the 
communication of your Lordship’s views on this subject, and to enclose a copy 
of a letter which the Commissioners have caused to be addressed to the Board 
of Guardians of Callan Union, and which will be before them at their meeting 
on Wednesday next. 



No. 54.— The Earl of Desart to the Commissioners ; dated 8 February 1S53. 

I have to request that you will convey to the Commissioners for Admi- 
nistering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor my best thanks for their considera- 
tion in sending me a copy of the letter addressed by them to the Callan Board 

I have postponed my journey (to England) in order to be present at its con- 
sideration to-morrow, and I trust that I shall be able to get a resolution passed 
colling on Mr. Walton to tender his resignation, as this will, I should imagine, 
facilitate the further proceedings of the Commissioners. 
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N °- 9,823/53. 



No. 8,074/53. 



No. 55. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 9 February. 

Mr. L. N. Izod moved, seconded by Mr. James S. Lane, That feeling deep 
regret that any officer of this union (especially a clergyman) should have 
addressed the Commissioners in such terms as are contained in the letter of 
the Rev. Mr. Walton, dated 3d January 1853, we fully concur in their determi- 
nation to require the resignation of that officer, and we do hereby tender to 
them our best thanks for the trouble they have taken in upholding the inde- 
pendence of the Board, and the means they have adopted to protect the master 
of the workhouse from insult in the discharge of his duties. To which William 
Despard moved an amendment, seconded by William Conway, That the Rev. 
Mr. Walton be called on to make an apology to the Board for the expressions 
made use of by him towards them in his letter to the Commissioners, and if 
such apology be given, that it be accepted as the “ amende honorable." 

The Board divided, when there appeared 

Against it - - - - 1/ 

For it - - - - - 10 

Majority - - - 7 

Whereupon the chairman declared the amendment to be lost, and the original 
resolution carried by a majority of 17 to 9 (one guardian did not vote). 



No. 56. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 12 February. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under their consideration your letter of the 1st instant, justi- 
fying your own conduct and that of the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, in reference to the 
threatening and insulting language used by the latter, in your presence, to the 
master of the Callan Workhouse, and requesting a thorough investigation of 
the facts, with the view, as you state, of removing misconception, and setting 
matters right between the Commissioners and yourself. 

The precise character of the language referred to is not disputed. You 
admit that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, in your presence, called the master of the 
workhouse a rascal and a scoundrel, and threatened him with the loss of his 
office in three months. It is not denied that this language was used at the 
workhouse in relation to the master’s performance of his duty in reporting to 
the guardians the death of a pauper inmate, without previous attendance either 
of the medical officer or Roman-catholic chaplain. Regarding the occasion 
on which it took place, you say that the Commissioners have been in error, 
for that it occurred on the occasion of the coroner’s inquest held on the body 
of the deceased inmate. This point is one of no material importance ; but 
the Commissioners have not stated that it did not occur on the occasion of 
the inquest, but that it occurred on a different occasion from that of the 
inquiry held by Mr. Burke, to which the observation made in your letter of 
the 17th September appeared to them to relate. 

You excuse yourself by stating that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was not your curate, 
as the Commissioners erroneously supposed, and that therefore you could not 
be held responsible for his language. But that which the Commissioners 
required from you, after in vain endeavouring to obtain some expression of 
regret for the use of this language, as some security against the recurrence of 
similar conduct in future, was, that you should not depute the Rev. Mr. O’Shee 
to perform the duties of Roman-catholic chaplain in the workhouse in your 
absence. That course was equally applicable to the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, whether 
attending for you as your curate or not ; and the Commissioners regret that 
you are unable to offer no better explanation of your having subsequently 
deputed the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to act for you in the performance of your work- 
house duty notwithstanding the direction of the Commissioners that he should 
not attend for you in future. 

You proceed to vindicate the use of this language by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, 

by 
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by observing that the master himself admitted, on the inquiry made by 
Mr. Burke, that Mr. O’Shee was justified in so addressing him. The Com- 
missioners, however, are not prepared to adopt the opinion said to have been 
entertained by the master on that point ; and neither upon this part of the case 
nor on any other do the Commissioners find any sufficient reason for directing 
any further inquiry to take place. 

In your letter of the 1st instant you make no allusion to the particular 
ground on which the Commissioners have required you to resign the office of 
Roman-catholic chaplain of Callan Union ; viz., the insulting terms of the 
letter which you addressed to the Commissioners on the 3d January last. 

The only explanation given by you on this subject in the two letters which 
you have since addressed to the Commissioners in reply to their demand of 
your resignation is, that you could not mean to insult the Board of Guardians 
because your observations were addressed to the Commissioners, and not 
intended by you to be made known to the guardians. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners find that it is their duty to 
remove you from the office of Roman-catholic chaplain of Callan Union; and 
they have, given direction for the preparation of an order under their seal to 
that effect, which will be issued by them in the event of your not sending to 
the Commissioners your resignation of that office. 



No. 57. — Mr. J. Burke, Poor-Law Inspector, to the Commissioners : dated 
11 February. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Sth instant, No. 10 , 072 / 53 . 
No. 6,461/53, forwarding for my information copy of a letter which you have 
addressed to the Board of Guardians of Callan Union, in reply to . the resolu- 
tion passed by them at their meeting on the 26th ultimo, regarding the con- 
duct of the Rev. Mr. Walton, the Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse, 
and requesting me to embody any explanation 1 may wish to make as to the 
alleged omission of the master’s words from the. minutes of evidence, in a special 
report to you. 

In reply, I beg- to say that, having no recollection of the words in question 
being used, the only way in which I can account for their alleged omission is, 
that at an inquiry it sometimes happens that while the answer to a question is 
being taken down, another question is asked of the witness ; and I recollect that 
at the inquiry in this case I had more, than once to remark to those who took 
part in it, that it was very difficult for me to follow and take down the answers 
of the witnesses correctly, if more time was not given between the several 
questions and answers. 

At the conclusion of each witness's examination, I read aloud the evidence 
given, before it was signed by the witness, which course afforded full opportunity 
to those interested in the matter of remarking on any omission in the evidence, 
and which if brought under my notice should have been at once attended to 
by me. 

No. 58 . — Minute of the Commissioners ; dated 12 February. 

The Commissioners regret to find that in the conduct of inquiries under No. 10,072/53. 
the Irish Poor Relief Acts he permits examination of the witnesses to take place 
in such a manner as renders it difficult for him to take down their words. In 
permitting other parties to question the witnesses, he remains responsible for 
the propriety and regularity of the examination, and ought certainly not to 
permit the privilege to be used so as to embarrass him in recording the 
depositions. . 

The Commissioners cannot doubt that much less difficulty would arise in this 
respect if he took down the words of each witness in the first instead of the 
third person, according to the direction contained in their circular of January 
last ; and they regret to find that since the issue of that circular he has con- 
tinued his former practice of taking the depositions in the third person. 

The Commissioners must require a strict observance by lnm of their direction 
on that point in future. 
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No. 59. — The Commissioners to Mr. J. Burke ; -dated 14 February. 

No. i 0 , 072 / 53 . I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 1 1 th instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 9th instant, relating 
to the alleged omission of certain words from the minutes of evidence taken at 
the inquiry recently held by you on the occasion of the death of a pauper 
named Kelly. 

You state that you have no recollection of the words in question being used, 
and that the only way in which you can account for their alleged omission is', 
that at an inquiry it sometimes happens that while the answer to a question is 
being taken down, another question is asked of the witness ; and you state that 
you recollect that at the inquiry in this case you had more than once to remark 
to those who took part in it, that it was very difficult for you to follow, and take 
down the answers of the witnesses correctly, if more time were not given between 
the questions and answers. 

The Commissioners regret to find that in the conduct of inquiries under the 
Irish Poor Law Acts you permit examination of the witnesses to take place in 
such a manner as renders it difficult for you to take down their words. 

In permitting other parties to question the witnesses you remain responsible 
for the propriety and regularity of the examination, and ought certainly not 
to permit the privilege to be used so as to embarrass you in recording the 
depositions. 

The Commissioners cannot doubt that much less difficulty would arise in this 
respect if you took down the words of each witness in the first instead of the 
third person, according to the direction contained in their circular of the 7 th 
January last, and they regret to find that since the issue of that circular you 
have continued your former practice of taking the depositions in the third 
person. The Commissioners allude to the recent inquiry made by you in Carlow 
Union. 

The Commissioners must require a strict observance by you of their direction 
on that point in future. 



No. 60. — Mr. George II. Lowe to the Commissioners; dated 14 February. 

No. 10,058/53. Not having been present at the last meeting of the Board here when the 
correspondence was reading, and. having heard you had written a letter relative 
to the resolution regarding the Roman-catholic chaplain, which I am proud of 
having had the honour to propose, and which was carried by a majority of 
1 1 to 3 ; I went to the poorhouse on several occasions since, for the purpose 
of seeing and reading the letter ; it was not there, and I was informed that the 
chairman (Lord Desart) had put it in his pocket, after reading it at the meeting, 
and taken it away with him. It is currently reported here that this nobleman 
is using whatever influence he possesses with you to injure the Rev. Mr. Walton, 
and I confess I had great doubts that such a course could be resorted to until 
I found this letter had been taken away by Lord Desart, a copy supplied to a 
local journal, which inserted it on Saturday, with a virulent attack upon mem.' 
bers of this Board, doubtless suggested by the person who took the letter for 
that honourable purpose. This attack I regard with as much contempt as I do 
its instigator, and so, I daresay, do the others attacked, and who constitute the 
independent and liberal portion of the Board. I am informed this newspaper 
states (I suppose on the authority of Lord Desart, who took away your letter), 
“ That Father Walton must either resign, or submit to be dismissed from his 
office under a sealed order.” Now I am positive such an act of injustice ought 
not to be perpetrated ; but if it be, I must only believe that Lord Desart is the 
director and master of the Poor Law Commissioners, and that the public,, 
through his means, can be informed, through the press, of your decisions,, 
previous to a communication from yourselves ; and if such be the decision, as it 
is foretold in the newspaper, I will, for one, take it on myself to believe that the 
Commissioners of Poor Law are mere ciphers in their office, influenced by 
parties who have strutted fC in a little brief authority,” and totally regardless of 
justice and fair-dealing ; and I take leave to assure you I shall not fail to have 
it made widely known to the country, as a specimen of the unsullied justice of 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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No. Gl. — The Commissioners to Mr. Lowe ; dated 15 February. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Lavs fur Relief No. 10 , 958 / 53 . 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
instant, relating to the correspondence which has taken place between them, 
the Board of Guardians of the Callan Union, and the Rev. Mr. Walton, Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse, relating to the conduct of the latter ; and 
I am to state that the Commissioners not having received from the Roman- 
catholic chaplain any reply to their letter to him, dated the 12 th instant, 
requiring his resignation, have determined to remove him from his office; and 
an order for that purpose will be issued this day. 



No- 62 .-— The Commissioners to the Guardians ; dated the 15th February. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith, for the information of the Board 
of Guardians of the Callan Union, copies of further correspondence which has 
taken place between the Commissioners and the Rev. Mr. Walton, from which 
the Guardians will perceive that they informed Mr. Walton on the 12th instant, 
that they had given directions for the preparation of an order, under their seal, 
removin'*- him from the office of chaplain, which would be issued in the event 
of his not sending to the Commissioners his resignation of his office. To that 
letter the Commissioners have received no reply, and they have therefore sealed 
and issued the order, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

The Commissioners will take steps without delay for the appointment of a 
successor to the Rev. Mr. Walton. 



No. 63. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 15 February. 

Adverting to my letter addressed to you on the 1 2th instant, by direction No. 8,074/53. 
of the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, relating to your conduct as Roman -catholic chaplain of the workhouse of 
the Callan Union, in which you were informed that the Commissioners had given 
direction for the preparation of an order under seal to remove you from your 
office of Roman-catholic chaplain, and that such order would be issued by 
them in the event of your not sending to the Commissioners your resignation ; 

I am now directed by the Commissioners to state, that not having received from 
you any communication on the subject, they have sealed and issued the order 
of removal, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 



No. 64 .— Order referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Callan Union. — (R emoval of Chaplain.) 

To the Rev. John Walton ; to the Board of Guardians of the Callan Union ; to the Clerk No. 8,074/53. 
or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions, held for the Division or Divisions in which 
the Townlands and Places comprised within the said Union are situated, and to all others 
whom it may concern: 

Wheeeas by an order hearing date the 22d day of March, in the year of our Lord 
1851 the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, in 
pursuance of the provisions of an Act passed in the second year of the reign of Her pre- 
sent Majesty, Queen Victoria, intituled, “An Act for the more eflectual Relief of the 
Destitute Poor in Ireland,” did appoint the Rev. John Walton, being a clergyman of the 
Roman-catholic Church, to be a chaplain of the workhouse and additional workhouses of 
the Callan Union : 

And whereas we, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, have deemed it necessary to remove the said Rev. John Walton from the office 
of chaplain of the said workhouses : 
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Now therefore, in exercise of the powers vested in us in this behalf, we do hereby remove 
the said Rev. John Walton from the office of chaplain of the workhouse and additional 
workhouses of the Cal Ian Union. 

Sealed with our seal, this loth day of February, in the year of our Lord 1853 . 

(signed) A. Power. 
(countersigned) IV. Stanley, Secretary. 



No. 65. The Rev. John JV alt on to the Commissioners ; dated 
19 February 1853. 

In acknowledging your letter of the 12th instant, not delivered here till the 
14th, denying me the investigation which I have sought, “with the view of 
removing misconceptions, and setting matters right between us,” and intimating 
instead your determination to issue a sealed order for my removal from the 
chaplaincy in the event of my not forwarding to you my resignation of that 
oiiice; and acknowledging the receipt oi that order on the 16th; I shall re- 
state, with as much brevity and precision as are compatible with the nature 
ot the case and length of the correspondence, why I am convinced you have 
treated me with harshness and injustice. 

The whole controversy arose out of tile master's report laid before the Board 
of Guardians so far hack as the 25th of August 1852. That report suggested 
dereliction of duty on my part, and on the part of the Catholic medical officer, in 
not having attended the patient Kelly ; you know that I was not guilty of derelic- 
tion of duty oil that occasion. It was proved before your Inspector, Mr. Burke 
sent down to investigate the charge, both by the porter and the medical officer! 
that a message was sent by the former, and delivered by the latter to me, to the 
effect that my attendance was unnecessary, and that I received this message 
ivlnle on my way to attend upon Kelly. On the receipt of Mr. Burke’s minutes 
ot evidence taken on that occasion, passing altogether over and not alluding 
at all to the dereliction of duty charged against me in the master’s report, you 
prefer a new charge against me, founded, you say, on these minutes, 
i - nj V T» S ^T >Wn y0} t t * 1C * n j u fti ce 4 °f acting upon the evidence supplied to you 
y Mr. Burke on that occasion, inasmuch as I have convicted him upon the 
testimony of two guardians, and the admission of the master before the board, 
(iVJr. Burke being then present) of a suppression of a material portion of the 
masters evidence. 

From the report so furnished to you by Mr. Burke, you say it appears that 
1 accompanied the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, and was present, without remonstrating, 
when he thought proper to assail the conduct of the master of the workhouse, 
but that it does appear on that report that the master admitted « that the 
Kev. Mr. O bhee was justified in so assailing him.” 

The importance of this omission or suppression of evidence on the bearing 
ot the controversy between us, appears from the order made thereon by the 
guardians, on the 26th ultimo, viz. : they here express their opinion that an 
explanation ought to be given why this material fact was omitted in the notes 
ot their officer, the guardians having no doubt whatever but that such evidence 
was given, and the omission of such has led to conclusions being drawn by the 
Commissioners very different from those they should draw if the mattei- was 
fully and fairly reported.” 

Well, you called on me to offer an explanation of the fact of mv having 
accompanied the Rev. Mr. O'Shee, on the occasion referred to. I stated in 
t’ e P y. that it arose from the accident of your having received a joint summons 
to attend and give evidence at an inquest held within the precincts of the work- 
llouse. I presume that was an explanation as satisfactory as it was truthful, of 
the fact of our being together. You further asked why I did not remonstrate 
with the Rev. Mr. O Shee, and I referred you to the admission of the master, 
Burke* n ° d ° UDt t ;at -' ou llaf! tllat admission before you in the report of Mr. 

You subsequently state that my explanation was unsatisfactory ; that I ought 
to have remonstrated with my curate, the Rev. Mr. O’Shee ; that, “the master 
had given no provocation ; had done no act which could be considered to ooca- 
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sion or mitigate the aggression made on him ; and that I should apologise for 
the language employed by the Rev. Mr. O’Shee.” 

I contend that my explanation was perfectly satisfactory ; and I am convinced 
you would have considered it so, had you received from your inspector a full 
and fair report of the master's evidence relating thereto ; for on the 20tli 
ultimo, you write thus in reference to this explanation of mine : c ‘ You further 
explained, that as the master swore at the inquiry that in his opinion the Rev. 
Mr. O’Shee, from the impression that was abroad concerning this business, was 
justified in using the language referred to, you conceive it was no part of your 
duty to remonstrate with the Rev. Mr. O’Shee. There is, however, nothing in 
the master’s evidence which in the least bears upon this part of your explana- 
tion ; and the inspector who conducted the inquiry informs the Commissioners 
that the master made no such statement.” 

Here, then, you plainly reject my explanation, because of the garbled evidence 
supplied to you by Mr. Burke, and of his false allegation as to the statement 
of the master ; and I have a right to infer, had you known the true facts of 
the case, that you would have come to a different conclusion. Feeling that 
Mr. Burke is the cause, by his misreporiing and false testimony, of the mis- 
conception under which our correspondence has been carried on, I am entitled 
to complain of his conduct in this matter, and to demand that a charge founded 
upon, and sustained throughout, by his inaccurate notes, should be altogether 
withdrawn, and to insist upon a decision in accordance with the real facts. It 
being, then, the opinion of the master, the person immediately concerned, that 
the Rev. Mr. O’Shee was justified in applying to him the language he did, 
surely I, who was accidentally standing by, could . not be reasonably expected 
to interpose ; more especially as I had no connection with or control over the 
reverend gentleman, whom you erroneously supposed to be my curate, and for 
whose conduct you have strangely sought to make me responsible, and required 
me to apologise to the master ; to him who dared to accuse me of subornation 
of perjury, for which you have not called him to account. 

According to this doctrine, I would be answerable for every insult, real or 
imaginary, deserved or undeserved, offered in my presence ; as in the case of 
the Rev. Mr. O’Shee, from one of his parochial clergy, who are bound to check 
and rebuke their parishioners (a master of a workhouse, I presume, included), 
when they consider them guilty of impropriety or immorality, which calls for 
their interference. 

But you tell me the master had given no provocation, had done no act which 
could be considered to occasion or mitigate the aggression made on him. 

Had he not ? But what though he had not ? Am I, therefore, answerable 

for the aggression of a third party ? 

Well, let us examine whether there was not something, nay much, to provoke 
this aggression. Let us see how it occurred. 

On the 25th of last August, the following report appeared on the master’s 
book, in which all important occurrences happening within the workhouse, from 
board day to board day, are supposed to be entered 

« Au oust 19. — A dumb man, named Kelly, was admitted into the workhouse 
on this day, labouring under some affection of the throat ; about half-past eight 
o’clock on the same night, dangerous symptoms set in, when the Roman-catholic 
chaplain and medical officer were sent for ; they not haring arrived at the work- 
house up to 11 o’clock, and a report coming from the infirmary that the patient 
was better, the officers of the workhouse retired to bed ; Kelly died soon after.” 
Now, was that a fair or honest report ? Was not the doctor’s arrival at the 
workhouse (and before 11 o’clock) a material fact in relation to that report r 
Was not the message communicated.to him by the porter, “ that the patient was 
better and his services were not required, an important fact ill relation to this 
same report? Was not the message sent by the porter to me, dispensing with 
my attendance, a third important fact ? Was not the conduct of the party who, 
■without any authority from the nurse, and upon their on n responsibility, conveyed 
this message to the doctor and chaplain, and who on that account seemed 
answerable for the death of Kelly unattended, a matter that ought to have been 
reported by the master ? Why were all these important circumstances sup- 
pressed in the master’s report '! Was there nothing- in all this, or rather was 
there not much to excite suspicion that foul play was intended ? And when in 
reply to the Rev. Mr. O'Shee, inquiring why he suppressed these things in his 
330. r 2 report, 
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report, and particularly the attendance of the doctor, and the messao-e sent to 
the chaplain, the master said, “ Kelly was long dead— stone cold,” “when the 
doctor arrived, I felt there was much indeed to provoke and justify the terms in 
which the reverend gentleman reprehended his prevarication. 

The ex-officio members of the Board, hostile to the medical officer, Dr Keat- 
ing, on account of his then recent vote at the general election for the county, 
and bitterly hostile to me ever since the investigation into the conduct of their 
protege Dr. Cronyn, gladly availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by 
this fraudulent report of the master to damage the Catholic doctor and me 
Accordingly they not only called upon you to send down Mr. Burke to inves- 
tigate the charge of dereliction suggested by that report against us, but they 
directed Mr. Izod, the coroner, to hold an inquest over the body of Kelly. 1 

The inquest was held, the body of Kelly was exhumed on the d/th of August 
after having been interred eight days. It was taken in a cart the space of an’ 
Irish mile, along the most public thoroughfare leading to the town, the Cork 
road, and deposited in the workhouse to undergo the process of a post-mortem 
examination, after which it was carried back the same public road to the 
churchyard again. This proceeding gave great offence as well to the public as 
to the inmates of the workhouse, who could scarcely stand the intolerable 
stench, one. of whom, a girl named Mary Walsh, in utter fright got thereby afit 
of epilepsy, to which she still continues a victim. 



A jury of 13 were summoned, upon which, in this Catholic town ei°ht Pro- 
testants were placed, being the entire number of men of that persuasion in 
Lallan qualified to sit even on a coroner’s jury ; of these, 6 stood to each other 
m the relation of fallier and son ; one was a process-server, another a dismissed 
policeman, and the rest not much better, while the respected traders of tile 
town were passed over. This proceeding heightened the suspicion already 
existing that foul play was intended against the medical officer. You will 
remember that all this grew out of the master’s fraudulent report ; and you will 
please remember it was on this occasion the Rev. Mr. O’Shee reprehended the 
master. He felt like others at the unnecessary offence given to the public as 
well as to the inmates of the workhouse, by having a body unnecessarily ex- 
humed after eight days, carried along the thronged highway into the workhouse, 
situate m the town, when the post-mortem examination might more properly 
have taken place in the burial-grounds ; he felt also at what all regarded as 
the unfair constitution of the jury, which was to investigate a charge preferred 
against his medical friend ; and knowing tile latter was nowise culpable having 
witnessed the promptitude with which he obeyed the summons to attend Kelly” 
Having seen him on his return, and learned from his own lips that the patient 
was deemed so far recovered that the porter told him at the workhouse-o-ate 
lus services were not required ; knowing all this, and feeling there must be 
something wrong at the bottom, and hearing that all arose out of the report 
made the preceding board-day, by the master, lie asked the latter the terms 
of that report ; and finding the master had been guilty of a gross suppression 
of important facts, which he attempted to palliate by a known falsehood, he 
severely rebuked him for conduct which led to much confusion, and seemed to 
merit severe censure. 1 think, therefore, you were mistaken in saying that the 
master gave no provocation and did nothing which could be considered to 
occasion or mitigate the aggression made on him. But, as I have already 
observed,, whether there was provocation or not, it was not my business to 
interfere m the matter. The master was in the hands of one of the parochial 

interfere ^therdn CharSe ° f SOu1, a “ d il wollld be ““Pertinent in me to 

0’Sh/e°to * ett f 1 ° f a th . a ’? th , instaut 3 '°“ ? tated . th at “ I deputed the Rev. Mr. 
O Slice to Perform duties m the workhouse, notwithstanding your direction to 
the contrary.” This statement, like others made, I can loiredy coniec u e 
upon what authority, is utterly and entirely false. Since your S S 
directing me not to do so, I have never requested or deputed TheTi ereud 
0 entleman to eischarge anv workhouse duty for me 

O’Keeff 6 °TT ° f Murphy’s illness, to which you refer, it was the Rev Mr 

amUvid ’ state of R feet M T °' Shee ’ whom 1 to* act “ my “i 

explmiaLu of the ^ ’ P !' eSun,e y ™ ou S bt to be acquainted! as a full 

J “ “ t ? of the matter w as given at the time to the Board of Guardians 
. must have gone upon the minutes. It is true that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee! 

the 
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the Rev. Mr. O’Keeffe happening to be otherwise engaged, did attend the pauper 
Murphy, but it is untrue that lie did so at my request. I knew nothing of the 
matter till the circumstance was laid by the master before the Board of Guar- 
dians, when a satisfactory explanation took place. 

This charge, so utterly groundless, preferred against me in your last letter, 
proves the necessity of the thorough investigation which you persist in denying 
me. Having disposed of everything else, I now come to your last complaint ; 
that to which you attach most importance : the terms of my letter of the 3d 
January, upon which you finally rest my dismissal from the office of chaplaincy 
of the Callan Union Workhouse. 

In your letter of the 20th January, you say that “ I have written mine of 
the 3d in such terms of deliberate and studied iusult towards the Board of 
Guardians as makes it impossible for the Commissioners to allow me to remain 
in the possession of the chaplaincy.” To this I replied by return of post, 

“ that as my letter was written to the Commissioners alone, and was never 
meant to meet the eye of the Guardians, I could not have intended, as I did not 
intend, to insult these gentlemen ; and that if used in my own justification, and 
in justification of the conduct I have pursued, or may hereafter have to pursue, 
strong language in describing what possibly might in a certain emergency be 
the conduct of the Board of Guardians, I borrowed, to place it in a stronger 
light before you, and with inverted commas, to show it was not mine, the 
language applied by the master to the gentlemen of this Board. 

That language, the gentlemen to whom it was applied by the master, the 
ex-officios of the board and their minions pardoned in the master; notwith- 
standing your expressed opinion that they ought to require his resignation ; and 
upon their interference you also passed it over, and did not insist upon his 
resignation. But when* I use the same language in a modified form, disclaim- 
ing at the same time any intention of conveying insult, both you and the ex- 
officio members of the board will be satisfied with nothing less than my 
resignation, though all the liberal members of the board declare that they are 
of opinion that my letter meant no insult to the Guardians ; that letter being 
evidently intended for the Commissioners alone, and that an allegation that 
such was my intention is a shifting of the question at issue.” A resolution in 
those terms was carried on the 26th January by a majority of eleven to three. 
In my letter of the 1st instant I called your attention to that resolution, and 
thus you perceive you were mistaken when you wrote in yours of 12th instant 
that I made no allusion to the “ terms ” of mine of the 3d. ultimo, which is 
supposed to contain matter offensive to the Guardians ; inasmuch as I distinctly 
directed your attention to the vote of the Guardians on the 26th January, 
disclaiming all insult on my part. 

A different opinion was expressed by a majority of the Board on the 9th 
instant. But who constituted that majority? My political and religious 
enemies ; to a man, the friends of Lord Derby, the foes of Catholicity, the adhe- 
rents and protectors of Dr. Cronyn, who have never lost an opportunity cf 
manifesting their enmity against me from the day I was constrained to demand 
an inquiry in reference to charges of immorality alleged against him in the 
workhouse. To secure that majority the whip was applied, and a number of 
gentlemen of the right sort were brought together ; many of whom have not 
attended during the past year a half-dozen times, and some of whom never 
attended but when a job is to be perpetrated, or a priest to be persecuted. 
Lord Desart, a member of the late Government, the leader of extreme I oryism 
in this countv, placed himself at the head of mv persecutors, and, if 1 am 
rightly informed, as I am sure 1 am, he has used his influence, not only at the 
board and with his political friends in the Callan Union district, but also with 
Y ou, by private letters, and remonstrances, to induce you to issue a sealed order 

f0r E^erything S tiiat could possibly be attempted by known and unknown 
enemies to prejudice and injure me lias been done. Fraudulent reports have 
been used by the master; garbled evidence has been furnished by your 
inspector ; underhand lordly influence has been exercised against me ; your 
secretaries or clerks have conducted the correspondence under a gross ignorance 
of the facts and circumstances ; what l have done and what I have not done have 
been ridiculously misrepresented; derelictions of duty, with no foundation m 
f pct have been imputed to me. I have been called on to apologise for the acts 
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of parties for whom I am no way responsible. To make me responsible, I have 
been described in a relation to them which I did not occupy ; and, finally, I 
have been directed to issue a prohibition in reference to a brother clergyman, 
which, according to the discipline of my church, I dare not issue, and which, if 
I did, would be necessarily and deservedly disregarded ; and because, under 
these irritating circumstances, in the midst of a lengthened controversy which 
I did not covet, and into which I have been wrongfully forced, I have written 
one letter, the tone of which you deem offensive to men to whom it was not 
directed, and for whom it was not intended, but to whom you sent it ; you, 
abandoning every other point of the original controversy ; driven from every 
charge as untenable preferred against me ; you, upon this new issue, make out 
your warrant for my dismissal, and refuse me that fair investigation which I 
have sought, and which, notwithstanding your late act, which I hope you will 
recall, 1 still in justice expect. 



No. 6(5. — The Commissioners to the Rev. John Walton ; dated 25 February. 

No. 12,289/53. The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have received your letter of the 19th instant, acknowledging the receipt 
of the order of the Commissioners removing you from the office of Roman- 
catholic chaplain of Callan Union, in which letter you state your conviction 
that the Commissioners have treated you with harshness and injustice, and 
express your hope that the Commissioners will recall their act, and grant you 
the investigation which you have requested. 

In reply, I am to state that the Commissioners removed you because they 
felt it to be inexpedient to retain in the office of workhouse chaplain, for the 
fitness of which officer the Commissioners are solely responsible, a clergyman 
animated by such feelings as those expressed in your letter of the 3d January, 
towards the guardians under whose immediate supervision the duties of a chap- 
lain of a workhouse are performed. 

The Commissioners feel themselves confirmed in this view by the tenor of 
your present communication. Alluding to a resolution passed bv the guardians 
expressing their concurrence in your removal, and thanking the Commissioners 
for their protection of the master’s independence in the exercise of his duty, 
jmu observe, “ But who constituted that majority? My political and religious 
enemies ; to a man, the friends of Lord Derby, the foes of Catholicity,” &c. 

You then describe in detail the proceedings which led to the inquest on 
Kelly’s case, as having originated in a spirit of persecution towards yourself 
and another Roman-catholic officer, Dr. Keating. The suspicion which you 
felt that unfair dealing was intended to yourself and Dr. Keating by the 
guardians and the master of the workhouse, while it affords some explanation 
of the spirit by which your own conduct has been since actuated, is believed 
by the Commissioners, after a careful review of the facts before them, to be 
without foundation. The circumstances of Kelly’s case were such that the 
master could not, without a direct abandonment of his duty, and without immi- 
nent risk of losing his own office, have omitted to report them to the guardians. 
That case, with a very slight variation as to time, was truly stated in the 
master’s report as folio w r s : 

“ A dumb man, named Kelly, was admitted into the workhouse on this day, 
labouring under some affection of the throat. About half-past eight o’clock on 
the same night, dangerous symptoms set in, when the Roman-catholic chaplain 
and medical officer were sent for. They not having arrived at the workhouse 
up to 1 1 o’clock, and a report coming from the infirmary that the patient was 
better, the officers of the house retired to bed. Kelly died shortly after.” 

After a carel'ul examination of the evidence at the inquest, and that given 
on the subsequent inquiry by Mr. Burke, the Commissioners consider that, 
with the exception of the variance in time, amounting probably to about 
15 minutes, the master’s report was a fair report of the facts of the case; and 
that in stating no more than was necessary for the justification of the officers 
resident in the workhouse, he took a very reasonable and proper course, leaving 
m the hands of the Roman-catholic chaplain and medical officer the explanation 
of their own conduct. 

The 
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The Commissioners are aware that the masfer, on his examination at the 
inquest, expressed his sorrow that “ he had not included in his report the fact 
that he had heard Dr. Keating had been at the gate the previous night,” and 
stated that “ the omission was an oversight and this expression of regret, 
unnecessary as it was, appears only to have had the effect of confirming your 
suspicions as to the motives of his conduct. You think that he ought to have 
included in his report, not only the fact above mentioned, but several other 
facts which were, elicited in the course of the subsequent inquiries ; but the 
Commissioners altogether differ from you in that view of the master’s duty. 

Your suspicion of foul play, as you express it, on the part of the master, is 
accompanied by the same feeling towards the Board of Guardians, to certain 
members of which you ascribe political rancour and religious hostility towards 
yourself and Dr. Keating, because an inquest was directed to be held on the 
body of the deceased inmate, and an inquiry requested to be made by the Poor- 
law Inspector. The Commissioners are of opinion, however, that it would 
have been highly improper if, in such a case, inquiry had not taken place in 
both the ways indicated. As to the inquest, the Commissioners themselves, on 
observing the master’s report in the guardians’ minutes, immediately inquired 
from the guardians whether an inquest had been held, and if so, with what re- 
sult ; and the direction given to Mr. Burke proceeded from the Commissioners, 
on the receipt of a constabulary report through the Chief Secretary’s office, 
reporting the inquest and verdict. 

That course of proceeding, therefore, which you have suspected to be. the 
result of political and religious rancour on the part of some members of the. 
Board of Guardians, was, in effect, one which it was officially necessary to 
adopt under the circumstances, and accorded in all respects with the views of 
the Commissioners ; and you have thus shown yourself to have been under the 
influence of feelings of resentment towards the guardians, which were unfounded 
and unjust. 

The results arrived at, both at the inquest and on Mr. Burke’s report, show 
the propriety of those inquiries having been instituted. After a protracted 
and apparently most impartial examination of the witnesses at the inquest, the 
jury expressed through the coroner their opinion that the guardians ought to 
“ impress on Dr. Keating the necessity of a more prompt attendance when 
noticed that his services were required on such cases of urgency as appeared when 
he had been sent for;” and a similar admonition was communicated by the Com- 
missioners to Dr. Keating through the guardians after Mr. Burkes inquiry. 

It appears that, under the influence of feelings which you have yourself 
described in strong language, you accompanied the Rev. Mr. O’Shee to the 
presence of the master, and became a witness, and (the Commissioners think 
there is now no doubt) an assenting witness, to the language addressed by Mr. 
O’Shee to that officer. He was there, in your presence, called “ a liar and a 
scoundrel,” and threatened to be put out of his office in three months, in refer- 
ence to his IC false ” and “ fraudulent ” report, as you have thought fit to 
describe it. . 

The Commissioners, on reviewing the course which they took in reference to 
this proceeding, cannot admit that they treated you either with harshness or 
injustice. It was necessary for them to secure the chief officer of the work- 
house, so long as he. might continue in that office, from a repetition of any 
attempt of this kind to influence and intimidate him in the discharge of his 
duty. * Not obtaining from you any satisfactory explanation or assurance as to 
the future, they required that the Rev. Mr. O’Shee should not again officiate 
for you in your absence in the performance, of the Roman-catholic chaplain’s 
duties. Complaints soon reached the Commissioners from the guardians that 
Mr. O’Shee officiated for you in your absence, and this the Commissioners 
could not permit to continue. In reply to the ( ommissioners further prohi- 
bition on this point, you addressed to them the very improper letter which 
caused your removal. You now say it was not by your desire that Mr. O’Shee 
attended for you. If the Commissioners could infer from this that his so 
attending was against your wishes, they would regret not to have been informed 
of it before, instead of receiving from you a series of letters vindicating the 
language used by Mr. O’Shee in your presence to the master. 

The Commissioners have entered on these topics in reply to your complaint 
against them of harshness and injustice. As regards your request that they 
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■will revoke your removal, the Commissioners find nothing in your present or 
former letters which appears to them in the slightest degree to excuse or atone 
for the terms of your letter of the 3d January. You seem to lay much 
stress upon the fact that some of the many objectionable expressions used in 
your letter had been previously used by the master of the workhouse, and 
pardoned by tlie guardians ; but when you ventured to adopt those expressions, 
and to apply them in your own person to the Board of Guardians, you failed 
to bear in mind that the Commissioners had, in consequence of the master’s 
use of such language, requested the guardians to call on him for his re- 
signation. 

The guardians, with much leniency, interceded for the master, but on your 
repetition of the same language, they have not extended the same indulgence 
to you, and the. Commissioners think that the guardians have finally exercised 
a right discretion in desiring the discontinuance of your services ; for no doubt 
now exists that the taunting terms in which you repeated the offensive language 
of the master, and in which you characterized the guardians as having no 
care either for the lives or souls of the inmates under their charge, have pro- 
ceeded from feeliugs of disrespect and disaffection towards the public body 
under which you were performing official duties, and under which, notwith- 
standing your continued denunciation of its character and motives, you avow 
yourself as still desirous to retain your office. 

In reply to your request, the Commissioners desire me to inform you that 
they do not intend to recall the order by which you have been removed, and 
that the legal effect of that order is to disqualify you from having any further 
official connexion with the administration of the Poor Laws in Ireland. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) TV. Stanley^ Secretary. 



No. 67- — The Clerk of the Guardians to the Commissioners ; dated 
18 March 1853. 



A Return of the Names of the Guardians of the above Union who voted 
for the Removal of the late Roman-catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse on 
the 9th of February last, and of the Entries of the Attendance of each of them 
at the Meetings of the Board of Guardians during the Six Months preceding 
that Date ; viz., from the 1 1th of August 1852 inclusive. 



The Names of the Guardians who voted for the Removal of the Roman- 
catholic Chaplain on the 9th February last. 



1 . The Earl of Desart (Chair- 

man). 

2. James S. Lane. 

3. George W. Stevenson. 

4. Henry Langley. 

5. John "Waring. 

6. Ambrose. Going. 

7. Thomas Shaw. 

8. William Howard. 



9. Purefoj' Poe, sen. 

10. Samuel Henderson. 

11. William Colback. 

12. Thomas Izod. 

13. Lorenzo N. Izod. 

14. Edward Hunt. 

15. William Morris. 

1G. William Lloyd Flood. 
17 . Purefoy Poe, jun. 



Meeting of the 11th August 1852. 



Lorenzo N. Izod. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Ambrose Going. 



Edward Hunt. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
John Waring. 



Meeting of the 18th August 1852. 

James S. Lane. Edward Hunt. 

Thomas Shaw. William Howard. 

John Waring. 

Meeting 
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James S. Lane. 
William Howard. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
Thomas Shaw. 
Thomas Izod. 



Henry Langley. 
John Waring. 
Edward Hunt. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 



Meeting of the 1st September 1852. 



Thomas Izod. 
Henry Langley. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 



William Howard. 
Edward Hunt. 
James S. Lane. 
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Meeting of the 8th September 1852. 



Henry Langley. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
William Howard. 



William Lloyd Flood. 
Thomas Izod. 

John Waring. 



Meeting of the 15th September 1852. 



Thomas Shaw. 
Thomas Izod. 
John Waring. 
James S. Lane. 



Henry Langley. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
William Lloyd Flood. 
Edward Hunt. 



Meeting of the 2 2d September 1852. 

Edward Hunt. | Purefoy Poe, sen. 



Meeting of the 29th September 1852. 



Thomas Izod. 
William Morris. 
William Howard. 



Thomas Shaw. 
John Waring. 



Meeting of the 6th October 1852. 



James S. Lane. 
Thomas Shaw. 
John Waring. 
Henry Langley. 



Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Edward Hunt. 
Samuel Henderson. 



Meeting of the 13th October 1852. 



Henry Langley. 
William Colback. 
William Lloyd Flood. 



Thomas Shaw. 

John Waring. 

George W. Stevenson. 



Meeting of the 20th October 1852. 



Thomas Shaw. 
John Waring. 
Edward Hunt. 



Purefoy Poe, sen. 
William Howard. 



Meeting of the 27th October 1852. 



James S. Lane. 
Ambrose Going. 

John Waring. 

Henry Langley. 
George W. Stevenson. 
Edward Hunt. 



William Morris. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Samuel Henderson. 
William Howard. 
Purefoy Poy, jun. 
William Lloyd Flood. 



33b. 
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Meeting 
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Meeting of the 3d November 1852. 



Lorenzo N. Izod. 
Thomas Izod. 
William Howard. 



Thomas Shaw. 
John Waring. 



Meeting of the 10th November 1852. 



John Waring. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
Edward Hunt. 



William Howard. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 



Meeting of the 1 7th November 1852. 



Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Thomas Shaw. 
Henry Langley. 
John Waring. 



William Howard. 
Thomas Izod. 
James S. Lane. 



Meeting of the 24th November 1852. 



Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Thomas Shaw. 
John Waring. 
Edward Hunt. 



William Howard. 
Purefoy, Poe, jun. 
George W. Stevenson. 
Thomas Izod. 



Meeting of the 1st December 1852. 

Thomas Shaw. I Purefoy Poe, sen. 

John Waring. j 



Meeting of the 8th December 1852. 



William Howard. 
George W. Stevenson. 
Thomas Shaw. 

Edward Hunt. 
Thomas Izod. 



Purefoy Poe, sen. 
John Waring. 

Purefoy Poe, jun. 
James S. Lane. 
William Lloyd Flood. 



Meeting of the 15th December 1852. 



Thomas Izod. 
James S. Lane. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 



Edward Hunt. 
John Waring. 



Meeting of the 22d December 1852. 



James S. Lane. 
Lorenzo N. Izod. 
Thomas Izod. 
Henry Langley. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 



George W. Stevenson. 
John Waring. 

Edward Hunt. 
William Howard. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 



Meeting of the 29th December 1852. 

George. W. Stevenson. I Thomas Shaw. 

William Howard. 



Meeting of the 5th January 1853. 



James S. Lane. 
William Howard. 
Samuel Henderson. 
Edward Hunt. 
Henry Langley. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
William Colback. 



William Lloyd Flood. 

George W. Stevenson. 
Thomas Shaw. 

John Waring. 

Purefoy Poe, jun. 

Thomas Izod. 

Lorenzo N. Izod. 

Meeting 
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Meeting of the 12th January 1853. 

John Waring. I William Howard. 

William Morris. [ 



Meeting of the 19th January 1853. 



Henry Langley. 
William Howard. 
Samuel Henderson. 
Edward Hunt. 
Thomas Shaw. 
James S. Lane. 



John Waring . 
Thomas Izod. 

William Colback. 
William Lloyd Flood. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 



Meeting of the 26th January 1853. 

William Howard. Purefoy Poe, jun. 

Purefoy Poe, sen. George W. Stevenson. 

Edward Hunt. 



Meeting of the 2d February 1853. 



Henry Langley. 
Edward Hunt. 
William Morris. 
William Howard. 
Purefoy Poe, sen. 
Purefoy Poe, jun. 
Samuel Henderson. 



James S. Lane. 
Lorenzo N. Izod. 
William Lloyd Flood. 
Thomas Shaw. 

George W. Stevenson. 
Earl of Desart. 
Thomas Izod. 



Richard Colleton, 

Clerk of the Union. 
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